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some statisties which give food for thought
have been quoted respecting the railway de-
fiecit. I feel sure that in this respect an al-
teration will come in the very near future.
Twenty years ago, let me point out, one ecould
go from Perth to Busselton per train onee
daily, to Bunbury thrice daily, and from the
South-West to the metropolitan area twice or
thriec per day. The very heavy eapital cost of
our railways, involving huge payments for in-
terest and einking fund, leaves a very narrow
margin of profit on the comparatively small
traflic being run latterly; for the standing
charges hava become disproportionately high.
But the termination of the war will bring a
return of prosperity. During the first three
months of 1919 there should he from 100 to
150 steamers passing through TFremantle and
Bunbury, In normal conditions the traffic on
our railways will increase so as to spread the
overhead charpes over a much wider field, and
prosperity will again dawn on our Railway
Department. I am prepared to admit there is
a good deal in the proposal that we should ap-
point one Commissioner of Railways at a high
salary. But there is another side to it, If we
bring a man from oversea he will know noth-
ing about our local conditions, or about poli-
tieal influenec. Tf he were installed in the
Railway Department as an autoerat or a Czar,
he would not last many months, it is safe to
predict; and in the upshot the Government
wonld probably be compelled to give him a
large sum of money in consideration of the
cancellation of his agreement. This place is
too small for the appointment of a railway
autoerat. One cannot walk down the main
street without being known to everybody that
comes along. I fear a single imported Com-
missioner would not prove the suceess some
people anticipate. I would like to see the Gov-
ernment give this chance to & man already in
the service, a young man if possible. Put him
in the office of Commissioner, give him in-
creased power and responsibility, and let us
see whether we have not amongst us someone
capable of f£lling the Commissionership of
Railways worthily, and with advantage to the
State of Western Awvstralia. If the Govern-
ment would adopt this suggestion, and at the
same time invest the departmental subheads
throughout the system with larger responsi-
bilitics, the results would, I believe, prove
heneficial, T.ct the Railway Department ap-
point, for instance, a goeds agent at Fre-
mantie. It ig years since the Fremantle Cham-
her of Commeree and other public bodies of
Fremantle interviewed the Minister for Rail-
ways an this very subjeet, and said to him, in
effect, ‘*Here you have a place like Fremantle
with a tremendous amount of traffic and work
going on morning and night; and with all the
regulations you bring in we are at times un-
able to gather exactly where we stand. Place
a goods agent at Fremantle, and gjve him
authority to deml with ws without having to
refer matters to Perth to the extent that is
required to-day. and yon will find that greater
satisfaction will result.’’ The same argument
applies to Kalpoorlie. I say, appoint such offi-
cers and pay them reasonable salaries, and if
they prove unequal to the work, if the joha
are to big for them, put them out and get
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other men. By reforms of the kind I have
suggested, the Railway Department of this
State would he enabled to make good. But
that department will never make good, even
under the best railway man in the world, if
the man in supreme control is curbed by the
policy of the Governmeat. If the Commis-
sioner is hampered by regulations, he is beund
to hamper every man under him who wants in-
creased responsibility. I do not know that the
Government have any particular man or men
in view for the Commissionership or Commis-
sionerships, and I do not know that the re-
jeetion of this Bill would embarrass them very
much. I certainly shall vote against the sccond
reading, in the hope that the Government will
give prompt consideration to the advisability
of nffording our own local men the oppor-
tunity of proving their fitness fo contrel our
Railway Department under conditions of en-
larged responsibility in administration,

On motion by Hon. H. Stewart, debate ad-
journed.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAT,
The COLONTAT: SECRETARY (Hon. H, P.
Colebateh—Bast) [11.27] : I move—
That the House at its rising adjourn untit
3 p.m. to-morrow.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 11.28 p.m.

Tegislative Hssembly,

Tuesday, 17th December, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m,,
and read prayers.

[For *‘Questions on Notice’’ and ‘‘Papers
Presented’’ see ‘‘Votes and Proceedings.’’]

BILL—WHEAT MAREETING ACT
AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Resumed from the previous sitting.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Attorney Gea-
eral in charge of the Bill. .

Postponed Clanse 5—Ratification of agree-
ment, First Schedule:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This clauss
was postponed, and, having considered the
matter, T am prepared to agree to the amend-
ment suggested at the last sitting by the mem-
her for North-East Fremantls,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This clause is really
the Bill. Our friends on the cross benches
have assured us many times during the discus-
sion of this measure that the associa-
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tion which they vepresent in this Cham-
ber has nothing whatever to do  with
the Wostralian  Farmors, Ltd. Yet the
very mau  who takes up the cudgels in

this morning’s newspaper on behalf of the
Westralian Farmers, Ltd,, is the general see-
retary of the Farmers’ and Settlers’ Associa-
tivn, This gentleman tried to preve that under
this agreement Western Australia will pay
considerably less than is being paid in the
Eastern States, on like quantities, But such
comparisons are quite inconclusive, and indeed
useless, unless one knows the conditions that
apply, and what work is being done for the
money. The gentleman I refer to stated that
the total amount of money received by the
Waestralian Farmers, Ltd., last year for whent
handling was about £45,000. The actual
amount paid up to the 30th June last was
£44,734 9s. 1d,, but there is outstanding an
amount of £1,000 odd, The actual amount to
be paid in respeet of the handling of wheat
last year will be £46,127 Gs. 10&. In the East-
aern States, however, the agents have to pro-
vide covering, whilst here the Westralian
Farmers were paid for labour only in moving
a small portion of the wheat crop no less than
£2,049 in addition to the other £46,000. Then
there were further amounts totalling £916 1ds.
10d. paid in connection with that part of the
last harvest, The total amonut paid the Wes-
tralian Farmers, therefore, was £50,000; and
not £45,000 as stated in this morning’s news-
paper by the gentleman to whom I have
alleded. Not only that, but owing to the
Scheme taking over the whole of the wheat to
the 31st Decemhber, 1917, and only one firm
dealing with this work, arrangements had been
made for the express purpose of handling the
wheat which was taken over by the Scheme,
and there was 5 sum of £13,831 16s. 5d. addi-
tional paid by way of extras in the handling
of wheat taken over from the other agents.
Thus it will be seen that considerably over
£60,000 was paid last year to the Westralian
Farmers for the handling of wheat.

Mr. Maley: But not for the handling of
last year’s harvest?

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: No; £50,000 was
paid for that. If hon. members will refer to
page 178 of the evidence taken by the Royal
Commission, question 3864, they will find there
a comparative statement in regard to the
handling of the crop last year, with the yecar
before. That statement was prepared by Mr,
Keys, and it reads as follows:—

In the 1916-17 crop the charge for com-
Plete services providing for wheat shipping
was 3144, per busel. This was based on pay-
ments to sub-agents of 114d. per bushel,
leaving 2d. per bushel for payment of
agents’  own  gervices nwd  responsi-
bility, if any, As the payments to
sab-agents for the two seasons were
defined, we e¢an now compare them
and find that the average amount per bushel
paid to the acquiring agents for sub-agents’
gervices for the 1916-17 crop was 1.35d. per
bushel, and the amount paid for 1917.1%
wheat averages .866d. per bushel, showing a

' saving of .484d. per busbe), or practically
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14d. per bushel in favour of this year. For
the 1916-17 season, however, the sub.agent
did duties over and above those performed
this year, In view of the diffcrent work per-
formed by the agents in the two different
years, it is a very hard matter to make a
comparison., In 1916-17 the agents got 2d.
for all wheat shipped (that is, over and
above the 134d, allowed for sub-agents, it
ineurred). Tor this 2d4. they had to care-
take for 1-2 months, provide stacking
grounds, usc of dunnage, curtaing, iron, wire
and timber; also echeek railway accounts,
ahip the wheat and ineur re-bagging risks up
to seven per cent., as well as take full re-
sponsibility for certain losses. This year the
sub-agents get %d. simply for issuing cer-
tifieates and checking weights at depdts, and
under the system of checking by a runuing
bulk sample they cannot possibly incur any
liability for inferiority. Taking as our
gtarting point the 54d. paid to agents this
year, and adding to that the estimated eost
of services which the Scheme has to perform,
which were previously performed by the
agents as follows:—Amount paid to agents
fad. per bushel, earetaking at depfts for 12
months, say, 4d. shipping wheat, say %d.,
providing dunnage and roofing incurred thia
season, say, %d., re-bagging previously done
by agents, =ay 3 per cent., equal to 14d—
we find that the estimated cost for handling
the 1917-18 harvest is 114d., as compared
with the amount paid to agents for the 1916-
17 erop of 24, or a saving on the present
yvear of 7%d. per bushel, There is, however,
to be considered the cost of handling wheat
in and out of depdts, also the cost of depéts,
The depbts were specially provided so as to
have fresh storage ground free from weevil,
and this extra cost that has been ineurred
this year as against past years should he
¢onsidered in the nature of an insurance
against weevil damage over a long storage
period. The amount of double bandling in
past years was ahout 50 per cent., and the
amount of double handling this year cansed
solely by this system of long storage is
about half the erop. The cost of all depot
work to diate amounts to 34d. per bushel.

T have read that statement for the purposc of
showing that the conditions wnder whiel
wheat was handled in connection with last
agreement were different from the conditions
under the 1916-17 agreements. T want to show
that it is impossible to make a comparisen in
regard to the bulk price paid between one
year and another. The same thing applies in
regard to the other States. Tt has been found
there that the conditions are eetirely differ-
ent, Tn dealing with the question there we
find also that while Mr, Keys says there ia a
possibilify that they are paying one farthing
more in Vietoria than in Western Australia,

he points owt also that the conditions
are very different, becanse there they
have several agents working at  the
one siding. and consequently it is mne-

cegsary to have inereased cxpenditure be-
cause of the duplication of the work. It is
impossible, therefore, for any person outside
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the Scheme to try and lead the farmer to be-
lieve that more is being paid in the Eastern
States than in Western Australia. TUnless the
work is dene under almost similar conditions
and the responsibilitics are the same, we can-
not make a comparison. If we turn to ques-
tion 4065 we find that Mr, Keys was asked
this question, and he gave the reply which is
stated—
We wanted to know what it would cost
the Scheme, that is to say, the farmers as 3
whole, and we also wanted to know what
the difference was so far as the agents were
concerned ¥—It is hard to work it out ex-
actly. The agents for the 1916-17 harvest
had to carctake for 12 months at one-eighth
of a penny,
It is difficult to find out the exaet position.
If we take away the responsibility which the
Government are carrying, there is very little
difference between the cost paid this year and
the cost paid previously, for the full handling
and rasponsibility. Tt is true that the price, as
far ps sub-agents are concerned, is less. They
gre doing the work cheaper, but the sub-agents
are the people who at the present time are
- bearing any burden there is to be borne, I
thought when a letter was published like that
which appeard in the paper this morning, it
was just as well to explain that it was im-
possible to strike a comparison with regard
to thoe payments made in this State and the
payments in the Eastern States.

Mr. MALEY: T realise that it is possible,
by taking a portion of the cvidence here and
a portion thers, to make things appear in a
different light. I would draw the attention
of the Committee to guestions 3895 to 3897,
asked by Mr. Allen, of Mr. Eeys, and Mr.
Keys’' answers—

What amount per bushel do you estimate
for the reduction in charges this year, de-
ducting from what was paid to the agents
last year, 314d., what it is costing this year?
—There is one halfpenny saving on the
ecountry sub-agents, and seven-eighths of a
penny on the other portion of the work; a
total saving of 134d. The chargo for extra
service represents a precantion against
weevil. When I say we make a saving of
18:d. I do not wish you to assume that the
sub-agents made so mmeh profit before, be-
cause they did not. From the Scheme
agents’ point of view, the case wears a dif-
ferent complexion.

If the agents did not make it, how was
it saved?—In this way, that the Scheme is
working with only one agent, instead of
with five, whose cxpenses werc much heax-
iar.

The Scheme as a whole has saved that
amount $—Yes.

This showa that we ean take other extracts
from the evidence whieh will convey another
impression.

Hon, P. COLLIER: No amount of disscct-
ing of the evidemece will put the matter in any
different light from that which was explained
by the member for North-East Fremantle,
Even if the member for Greemough goes
through the whole report he cannot justify that
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which the writer of the letter in this mora-
ing’s paper sceks to establish.  This letter
bears out the statements made from this side
of the House ever sifice the Bill has been un-
der discussion. The Westralian Farmers, Ltd.,
have been on trial, and in defence of that
body the secretary of the Farmers and Set-
tlers’ Association wades in this morning, and
that of <course s evidemce of what
we have been contending all along, that
the twe bodies are one and the same.
I welcome the letter. If the secrctary of the
Farmers and Settlers’ Association cannot make
out a better case than he has domne, it were
wiser that he had remained silent.

Mr. Maley: He has made out a pretty good
case.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Nousense! His first
paragraph iz in defence of tlie Westralian
Farmers, Ltd. The secretary of an association
which, we are-teld, has no connection with the
Westralian I'armers, Ltd., steps in to prove
that the Westralian Farmers, Ltd., are not
making undue profits. He says the figures
given are figures supplied by Mr. Keys. They
are no guch thing, In any case, what is the
use of them unless we have detailed informa-
tion of the work done in the several States.

Hon. J. Mitchell: The serviees are totally
different.

Hon, P, COLL1ER: Of course they are. This
is a deliberate attempt to mislead the publie
of this State. What other purpese could the
writer have in view in quoting the cost of
handling the harvest in the various States,
and endeavouring to show from that alone that
it is lowest in Western Austraflia; and to argue
that, therefore, the Westralian Farmers, Lid.,
have made a saving to the Pool. The compari-
son is of no use unless we can compare like
with like.

The Minister for Works: Is it not a proof
of the dapger of mixing politics with busi-
ness?

Hen. P, COLLIER: I have been reiterating
that until I am tired of it. What is the object
of the writer? Merely to mislead the publie
into the belief that the Westralian Farmers,
Ltd., have handled the harvest more cheaply
than has been done in the other States,

The Minister for Works: It shows that le
does not know his business.

Hon, P. COLLIER: ZEither that or he be-
lieves tha people are gullible enough to swallow
his statements.

Mr. Hickmott: Why do they not work in
open competition?

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is what we want
to know.

Mr. Hickmott: The Westralian Farmers are
quite prepared to work in open eompétition.

Hon. P. COLLIER: 80 much ars they so
prepared, that only a month or two age they
circularised their loeal agents, instrueting them
not to handle the harvest unless the Govern-
ment gave a monopoly to the Westralian
Farmers, Ltd.

Mr. Hickmeott: We shall soon see who gets
the handling of the wheat if there be open
competition.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: Wag not the hon. mem-
ber at the conference of the Farmers and
Settlers’ Association? Ts e not aware of the
resolution carried at that conference, demand-
ing that the Government should give the work
to the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.¢ That is the
way they express o wish to have open com-
petition. The hon. member should not peglect
thie instructions he received from that eon-
ference, else he will land himself in trouble
belore the next conference comes around.

Mr., Hickmott: I say, let them all come.

Honr, P, COLLIER: But the hon. member
takes fine care that they do not all come. If the
hon, member pursnes those lines there will be
a new candidate on behalf of the association
at the next clection in his district. We remem-
ber the consternation created amongst the mem-
bers of the exccutive when the Government in-
vited quotations from all the other agents,
No fewor than 70 letters were gsent out by the
execative of my friend’s association, demand-
ing prompt action to have that decision upset.
That is how mneh they want open competition,

However, I propose te move an amendment— -

That in line 1 of paragraph (b) of Clanse
6 of the agreemcnt, ‘“with'’ he struck out
and “‘or’’ inserted in lieu,

Hon. J. Mitchell: We cannot amend the
agreement,
Hon, P. COLLIER: We have alrcady

amended it, and we are going to amend it fur-
ther.

Point of Order,

Mr, Draper: On a point of order. What is
the actual motion before the Chairf At the
last sitting an amendment was moved on Clause
5, and a vote was taken on the question of
striking out part of the schedule, which, of
course, was irregular, That led to several
hours of diseussion, and the whole clavee was
postponed. [ anticipated that some amend-
ment would be moved on that clause to-day.
I understand that the leader of the Oppo-
gition is moving an amendment to the agree-
ment. The only question before the Chair is
Clauss 3.

Hon. P. Collier: I wish to move an amend-
ment that Clause 5 be agreed to, subject to
an amendment in Clause 6 of the agreement.

The Chairman: As far as I cean see, the
amendment is in order.

Mr. Draper: I merely wished to know where
we were. 1 take it from your ruling that no
amendment has yet been made in paragraph
{d) Clause 1I1.

The Chairman: Thaf i3 eorrect.

Mr. Pilkington: I take It that Clause 5 is
to be amended by adding certain words
providing for an alteration to Section 6, para-
graph (d) in the agreemcnt, and that the
whole of the words of this amendment will
appear in Clause 5.

The Chairman: Yes.

Committee resumed.
Hon, P. COLLIER: At present the agree-
ment made by the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.,
and their sub-agents for the performance of
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any of the work required in the agreement
shall be subject to the approval of the Miuis.
tet. The sub-ngent, however, lets the work

-again, I want that contract by the sub-agents

also to be subject to the aproval of the Min-
ister,

The Attorney General:
what you want?

Hon, P. COLLIER: No, not entirely. I do
not desire to altogether prevent sub-letting,
beeause in some cases it ig desirable that thig
should he allowed. The next best thing T ean
do is to ensure the approval of the Minister
being given in the case of the sub-ageuts, 8o
that he will have to accept the responsibility.
If the Minister approves of a countract at
sweating rafes, or if the sub-ngent iz gettin
the widdleman’s profit without doing any 0%
the work, he will have to be responsible to
Parliament.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: In supporting the
amendment, ¥ would read from question 2626
of the report of the evidence hefore the Royal
Commission, the witness heing Mr. Brewis,
manager of the Dumbleyung Parmers’ Co-
operative Company. This witness said—

I have had suspicion that Mr. Sabiue has
had bias, but I had no proof urtil this par-
tienlar ivstance came under my notice. Weo
had cleared up all the stacks in the Dumble-
yung yard with the exception of omne which
was erected by the Westralian Farmers, Ltd,,
and contained wheat for the 1916-17 season.
The lumpers up to this peint had been paid
ab the vate of 10s, 64. per 10U bags, or
roughly 114d per bag. When it eame to the
removal of the Westralian Farmors® stack
the lumpers came to me and asked me to in-
crease the rate, I asked them on what basis
they wanted the advance and they said,
‘*The stack has been standing longer than
any in the yard and it is likely there ia
weevil in the stack, and mice are certainly
in it, and our opinion is that it will break
down worse than any of the other stacks.’’
I thought there was justice in what they
said. I knew the hreaking down of the stack
was to a large extent one of surmise, bt I
thought it was reasonable on their part to
suppose the stack would break dewn worse
than the others, .

On the 17th May be also wrote to the West-
ralian IFarmers asking them to give another
farthing. The Scheme was paying 12s. 6d. per
hundred bags plus 10 per cent. and they were
paying the men who were handling the wheat
only 10s, 6d. These words put very plainly the
necessity for the amendment. The men who
have to do the work have to do it below its
proper value.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think the
suggestion is a good one. The object of the
elause is to proide that, not only the agree-
ment made with the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.,
but the agreements that they themselves make
with others, shall be subjeet to the approval
of the Minister. T suggest that instead of al-
tering the word ‘‘with’’ the leader of the
Opposition should add after ‘‘sub-agents’’ the
words ‘‘or made by the sub-agents.’’ I think
this will make the position stronger than that
suggested by the leader of the Opposition,

Will that give you
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Hon. P. COLLIER:
move gn amendment——
That the following worda be added, ‘' sub-
jeet to the following amendment in Section
6, paragraph (b) of the agreement’’ after
the word ‘‘sub-agents’’ in line 1 insert ‘“or
made by the sub-agents.’’

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The case put for-
ward by the member for North-East Fre-
mantle is a glaring one. Apparently the West-
ralian Farmers keep the 10 por cent. in Perth
and paying the 12s. 6d. to their district agent,
who in turn pasges the work on to some-
one else at 10s. 6d. The people who lose the
money are those who grow the whent, and
these are paying 33 per cent. for the super-
vigion of the joh.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The whole thing
works out at a profit of 33 per cent. to the
Westralian Farmers, Ltd.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I think the amount
paid for the work under the agreement for
receiving the wheat, sampling, weighing, and
80 on, is not too much, but if the Westralian
Farmers, Ltd,, are allowed to dip into the Pool
and get 33 per cent. more than they pay for
the work that is done, in addition to other
things, it is a pretty good agreement for them.
Tt will be impossible for the Minister to give
his congent to performance of work which will
often have to be done by contract, such as the
lpading of a thousand bags at a siding here
and there, and the covering of stacks,

Hon. P, Collier: But he can easily uotify
the sub-agents beforehand that he will not
approve of unreasonable contracts.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Evidently 33 per
cent. is utterly ridiculous; but we ought to be
able to limit the commission which the agent
iy to receive. If I were a member of a Cov-
ernment that had made the agreement, and if
I had told the people concerned that Lhis was
the final agrecment, I would stick to it.

Hon, P. Collier: The Minister tried that
ot the last sitting, and we were up all night
in consequence.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T now move a fur-
ther amendment—

That the following be added to the clause
as amended:—**In Seefion 11, Subsection
1, paragraph (d), the words ‘checking
sample, verifying depot tally notes 3hree-
eighths’ are omitted, and ‘one-fourth’ in-
serted; also a new paragraph, to stand as
(£), ‘For actual checking of sample and
verifying of depot tally nofes at depots,
one-gighth penny per bushel.’ !

My object is that definitc prices shall be fixed
for definite sorvices, as I explained at consid-
erable length at the last sitting, Tn the past
the Government have done all the checking and
weighing and the aequiring agent has mevely
received payment from the Government. Thus
the farmers paid twice for the same work, to
the extent of £6,000 lasi year. This year, if
the same conditions apply, the farmers will
have to pay £10,000 unneceessarily. If the
Westralian Farmers Ltd. provide the men
to do the work under Government inspection,
there will be no necessity for the Government
to have a full staf for that work. If I were
controlling the Seheme, I should tell the

I agree to that. I
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Westralian Farmers, ** [f that 15d. is put down
there, you will have to find men to do the
work; you will have 13 men there, and the
Government will have two men there.’’

Amendment pat aud passed; the elanse, as
amended, agreed to.

Postponed Clause 10—Wheat unot to be
gristed unless with previous authority of Min-
igter:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: At the last
sitting the member for Murehigson pointed out
that this eclause prevented the farmer from
gristing wheat in a little mill, and so forth,
and I wndertook to draft an amendment which
will meet that objection, an objection which,
i point of fact, i9 never raised in practice.
I now move an amendment—

That the following be added to the elause:
—**Provided that this seetion shall not ap-
ply to the gristing of wheat by farmers
and other persons on small grinders of &
milling eapacity not cxcceding one bag of
wheat per hour,’’

Hon, JJ. MITCHELL: Under this clause a
farmer ean have his wheat gristed. Last year
permission was given and while the Scheme
paid 7d4. to the millers they charged the farm-
ers Is. Could anything be more monstrous?
The Attorney General should give an assur-
ance that the Government will not charge the
farmer more than they pay the miller.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T regret I
cannot give such an undertaking, If the hon,
member had raised this point before I should
have taken up the question. I am not the
Minister administering the Act. I have to sce
other people abont these matters, and I cannot
agree to maKe any further alterations.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Then report progress.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We have
had one allmight sitting on this Bill, and T
have noted what every hon member has said,
I have angwers for all the arguments that have
been raised, and I have endeavoured to com-
ply with the reasonable wishes of hon. mem-
bers. Now at the eleventh honr something
else is sprung upon me, and I proposs to ve-
migt it.

Mr. TROY: Tn my opinion this question of
charging is a question of administration. I
know that the millers charge farmers 3d.—
that has been my experience, If the Wheat
Bcheme is charging the farmer 1s. the matter
should .be given cousideration by the Minister
in charge of the Scheme. Whal we want is
that the actual cost only shall be charged.

Amendment put and passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Schedules, Title—agreed to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported with amendments, and the re-
port adopted.

BILLS (5)—RETURNED FROM THE

COUNCII..

1, Postponement of Debts
tion.

2, Roads Aect Continvation,

Act Continna-
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3, Sale of Liquor Regulation Act Continua-
tion.

4, Licensing Aet Amendment Act Contin-
uation, .

5, Church of England Diocesan Trustecs and
Lands.

BILL—VERMIN.
Council’s Measage.

Message received from the Legislative
Couneil notifying that it did net insist on its
amendments Nos. 4, 5, 8, 19, 32, and 34, that
it insisted on its amendments Nos. 2, 3, and
35, and that as regards Nes, 1 and 7, it pro-
posed the new amendments set out in the
schedule as alternatives to its own amend-
ments Nos. 1 and 7 to which the Legislative
Agsembly had not agreed.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACT FURTHER
AMENDMENT.
Second Beading.

Order of the Day read for the resumption,
from the 1lth December, of the debate on the
gecond reading.

Question. (second reading) put and a divi-
gion taken with the following result:—

2

Ayes .. Ve A
Noes .. ‘e .. 18
Majority for .. .. 2
AYES.
Mr, Angwin Mr, Munsia
Mr. Brown Mr. Nairn
Mr. Chesson Mr. Rocke
Mr. Colller Mr, Thomson
Mr. Davles Mr. Tray
Mr. Foley Mr. Underwood
Mr, Hudson Mr. Walker
Mr. Jones Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lambert Mr. O'Loghien
Mr. Lutey (Teller.)
Mr. Mullgny
NOEB.

Mr. Angelo Mr. Mitchell
Mr, Broua Mr. Plckering
Mr. Draper Mr. Pllkington
Mr. Daf Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Durack Mr. Teesdale
Mr. George Mr, Veryard
‘Mr. Grifiithe Mr, Willmott
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Hardwick
Mer. Lefroy (Teller.)
Mr. Maley
Mr. SPEAKER: Hon. members will see

that on the vote the House has ordered the
Bill to be read a second time. T think that
should be done. But I eammot declare the
question carried, because it requires an abso-
lute majority of the House, namély 26 votes,
to amend the Constitution Act. I think it
would be obviously stupid for me te allow the
Bill to go into Committee when it would re-
quire that absolute majority to earry it through
the third reading. )
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LOAN ESTIMATES, 1918-19,
In Committes of Supply.
Resumed from the 12th Deeember; Mr.

Stubbs in the Chair; the Colonial Treasurer

in charge of the Votes,
Vote—Departmental, £29,257;

HOon. P, COLLIER (Boulder) '76.8): It
is regrettable that Parliament should be called
upon to deal with the Lean Estimates in the
last week of thé session. After all, it is
merely ropeating an axiom to say that finance
is busincss and that government is finance.
Dealing with the loan expenditure for the year
is not less important than dealing with the
revenue expenditure,  When wo have regard
for the volume of business that is erowding in
on the memberg of another place, it will be
readily understood that those members will
have but very little opportunity for diseussing
the financial position. Indeed, if members in
this House were to give adequate.consideration
to the business now before us, it would involve
our coming back after Christmas, It is a
somewhat weary House, anxious {o get through
befors Christmas, which is faced with the re-
spongibility of dealing with the Loan Esti-
mates. The Treasurer eaid that but for the
ending of the war the Estimates would have
shown how little we could bave got on with.
I do pot know what amount the Treasurer
would have brought down had not the war
coneluded but, judging by the expenditure for
the first financial quarter of the year, £175,00n,
if the expenditure for the remaining nine
months had been on & proportionate basis, the
Loan Estimates for the year would not have
exceeded £700,000, or zbout one half the
amount the Treasurer now agka for. It will
be agreed that the cessation of hostilities in-
volves the Government in the expenditure of
a greater amount of loan money than would
otherwise have been the case. There will be
many problems of reconstruetion facing the
State doring the next year, all of which in-
volve additional expenditure. I can readily
understand that the Government felt it to be
their duty to provide for the expenditurc of
a greater amount of loan money for the second
half of the year than they wowrld have done
had the war continued, After all, we must be
eareful not to get back upon the road of loan
expenditure, which it has generally been comn-
tended by members of the present Government
and others have been responsible for the pre-
sent financial position. I remember that, dur-
ing the last year of the Labour Government’s
tenure, the present Colonial Secretary said on
one occasion when addressing a meeting in
Northam, that this State ought not %o expend
in loan money more than £1,000,000 in a year.

Bitting anspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. P. COLLIER : I ghould guess that the
carlier estimate for the loan expenditure was
something in the region of £700,000, Now the
Estimates provide for a total expenditure of
£1,375,000, as apainst £1,054,000 last year, or
an increase for this finanejal year of £321,000,
which, having regard to the position of the
State, is a prefty substantial increase on that
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which was found to be sufficient last year. Of
this sum the Treasurer poinis out that £170,000
—the Estimates show £150,000—is to be re-
eouped by the Commonweslth for soldier settle-
ment purposes,

Hon. J. Mitchell: It is loan all the same.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, for which we are
responsible. After all, it i3 not money that
the Treasurer will have to find. That leaves
the Treasurer having actually to provide for
£1,220,000, Of that sum, allowing for the
£100,000 being taken in bonds for repurchased
estates, we have a sum left of £1,120,000, the
actual cash which has to be found for the
year’s lean expenditure. Of this sum £176,000
is expended for the first thres months of the
year. ‘That leaves the Treasurer, from the
end of September, a sum of £843,000 in actnal
cash that he requires. Perhaps the Treasurer
could have given us the figures, but he did not
do so, of what his loan indebtedness has been
for the second quarter of the year which has
nearly expired. The Treasurer should be able
to state what his loan expenditure hag been for
the first half-year, seeing that we are almost
at the conclusion of it. Taking the £043,000
mentioned by the Colonial Treasurer as being
required for the nine months of the year, I
would remind hon. members that he expressed
the opinion that he would have no difficulty in
finding the money, because of the £700,000 he
had already obtained from the Commonwealth,
and the £250,000 he could obtain between now
and December.

The Colonial Treasurer: That is to take me
on until 1919,

Hon, P, COLLIER: T am not clear as to the
£700,000.

The Colonial Treasurer: I got £96,000, but
I have not yet got the £600,000.

ITon. . COLLIER: Where does the Treas-
arer expect to get the £943,000 in actual ecash
required for the year? The £250,000 the Treas-
urer expects to get before the end of December
will be for the latter half of next year, and
not for the present financial year. T think it
will be agreed that not one penuy of loan money
should be expeuded at this period in our his-
tory except on absolutely essential work, work
of a reproductive eharaeter. We are faced not
only for the remaining portion of the financial
vear, but for the mnext twelve months with
problems just as great as, if not greater than,
those we were faced with during the war period.
We have onr soldiers coming back within the
next 12 months, and there is an obligation cast
upon the State to provide for them openings
in the way of employment, so that they may be
absorbed back into the ceconmomic and commer.
cial life of the community. I am prepared to
justify any inereased expenditure of loan
funds on the ground that it would be almost
imporsible to provide work except by the ex-
penditure of loan funds. We have not got the
manuofactories controlled by private persons, or
the industries in the Btate which would ab-
sorb these men as they return. Unfortunately,
the State is in the position of having to pro-
vide something in the natore of public works
from loan funds in order to absorb our returned
goldiers. This renders it necessary for us to
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sec that the works are carefully considered,
and that they are of a reproductive nature.
L cannot see, on looking down the items, that
those which lave been selected for expeunditure
are of the wisest character. We find that it is
proposed to expend this year ou railways and
tramways £293,000 as against £194,000 last
year, or an inecrease in round figures of
£100,000. I have an iden that the increase is
due te some extent to neglect in providing
money last year or in previous years. Much of
this money goes not on new railways but on
existing railways, and on belated repairs, roll-
ing stock, and other things which are in no
sense reproductive.  Expenditure of this kind
should be cut down to the very bone, so that
there might be a greater amount Jeft to be
devoted in other directions, which would give,
if not an immediate, at least an early return.
The £100,000 increase on the railways and
tramways is, therefore, a considerable one.
IHarbours and rivers show an incremsed ex-
penditure of £17,000. Although I recognise
the necessity for making provision for the in-
creased trade whick may come to our shores
—the harbour and river expenditure is an
anuual reeurring one, particularly in Fremantle,
wilere work must be kept going continuously
in order to cope with the increased trade and
the deepor draft of vessels which come to our
shores—it ia the duty of the Government to
say whether, on the advice of their officers who
are in 4 position to judge, an increased amount
of £17,000 for this item is justified or not.
On water supply and sewerage there is an in-
crease of £30,000. I do not know how this is
made up. These items should be kept down to
the lowest peuny. Except for the provision of
a water supply in agrieultural districts, mainly
in the distriets where new railways have
opened them up, and where the expenditure is
ngeessary, a considerable sum, T think £38,000,
is to be expended in the metropolitan area.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If you saw our part
of the world you would know whether money
was required to be spent there or not.

Hon. . COLLTIER: The hon. member will
not get much of this spent in Fremantle, I ex-
eck.

P The Minister for Works: Oh, will he not1

Hon, P. COLLIER: T do not know if addi-
tional mouey is to be spent on beres in Fre-
mantle. There shonld he mno increases other
than these which are absolutcly necessary.

The Colonial Treasurer: Reproductive in-
areases.

Flon. P, COLLYIER: These are not reprodue-
tive increases in  the true semse of the
word, because they will not bring in any
additional revenue. The rates will be the
same if therc is a smaller supply of water
ag if there is an increased supply.  There
is an item of £60,000 for the development
of goldfields, an increase of £50,000 over last
year. Whilst T welecome that inercase, T shall
want to know, when we get to the items, from
the Minister for Mines, whether he has any
definitely conceived ideas of poliey, or a
scheme for the expenditure of the money, Tt
wonld be a waste of publie funds to provide
an additional £50,000 for expenditure in min-
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ing devclopment, if there is no idea of a poliey
behind it, if it is going to be a mere casual
handing out of £1,000 here and £2,000 there
to a friend or to some person whom one does
not like to refuse. I hope the Minister will
be able to show that he has been at work with
lis officers in devising a scheme. Otherwise, it
will be utterly impoessible advantageously to
expend practically £50,000 between now and
the end of June. As regards roads and bridges,
there is an increase to enable the farmer to
struggle against his adverse eircumstances.

Hon, J, Mitchell: It is for the goldfields
Toads boards.

Hon. P, COLLLIER: Precious little for the
poldfielda. There has been very little expendi-
tere in that direction on the goldfields for
years. Fortanately, having better natural
roads, the goldficlds do not need it. In the
goldfelds towns, moreover, the residents supply
their own roads. As regards the £164,000 for
“10ther Undertakings,’’ the Treasurer bas ex-
plained that £155,000 of that amourt repre-
sents working capital for the Wyndham freez-
ing works. The amounts set down for expendi-
ture upon soldier settlement are only mislead-
ing to the public. No less a sum than £370,000
is proposed to be expended on soldler settle-
ment, £220,000 being for advances to settlers,
and improvements generally, and purchase of
estates. Yrom all I can gather I venture the
opinion that the Government have not the
organisation in train which would e¢nable them
to expend anything like the sum of £370,000
between now and the end of June; for only
a very small amonnt has been expended up to
datc. The £150,000 from the Cemmonwealth
will he disbursed at the rate of £500 for each
gettier.

The Colonial
settlers alrcady.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Three hundred and
eleven scttlers each entitled to £500%

The Colonial Treasurer: Yes.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Have the Government
received any of the Commonwealth money up
to datef

The Colonial Treasurer: Very little.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Government may
sec their way to place a sufficient number of
settlers uwpon the land between now and the
end of June to absorb that £150,000. T only
hope they are able to do it.

Hon. J. Mitchell: The soldiers do not absorb
£500 cach in the first year.

Hon. P, COLLIER: No. The Government
do not make provision for the whole amount in
one year. RBut even if the Govermment did, I
do not think they will be able to place on the
land a sufficient number of returned soldiers by
the end of June to entitle them to the £150,000.
I hope it will prove so. It will he many years
before the 311 alrendy settled will be entitled
to draw the full £500. The £500 advanced to
ench settler must be spread over a number of
years—I do not know how many. Then there
is £60,000 for improvements generally, and
advances, and purchase of estates. Here again,
if the settler «iil not be able this year to draw
the full £500 which the Commonwealth are
advancing, how can the State Government be

Treasurer: We have 311
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called upen to furnish the £60,000 extra which
they propose to add to the £500 from the Com-
monwealth?

The Colonial Treasurer: The department
asked me for £75,000, which they said they
could expend this year. I cut the amount down
to £60,000,

Hon, P. COLLIER: One would think the
£60,000 of State money in this eounection
would not be required until the Federal Gov-
ernment £500 per scttler had been expended.
No doubt, in connection with the purchase of a
property the £700 might be required in ome
year—say for the purebase of am improved
farm, But soldiers commencing farming for
themselves will not require the full amount for
some years. At any rate, if we are going to
find ways of expending all these amounts of
money between now and the end of June—no
estates, or very few estates, have been pur-
chased up to date—the Government will be
geing in for repatriation wholesale, and also
for wholesale repurchase of estates if they are
going to repurchase to the extent of £160,000
between now and the end of June next. Whilst
it will be nocessary to repurchase large estates
for soldier settlement, it scems to me that this
going on the market by the Government with
£160,000 to be spent in one half-year must of
neeessity ereate a boom in values, create im.
flation of land values. And the Government
will have to pay correspondingly. The point
is one which will have to be very -closely
watched, beczuse we do not .wish to see returned
men placed upon repurchased estates burdened
with such high prices for their land as will be
a millstone round their necks for the remainder
of their lives. In this connection T have no
faith whatever in any Act of Parliament; it
secms to me that no Aet of Parliament will
secure land for this purpose at fair or reason-
able prices. All the tribunals that have ever
gat to decide questions of land values, whether
by way of arbitration or as courts, have in-
variably fized prices at such a level as has been
considered higher than the fruc value. For
that reason 1 regret that the House did not
ingert in the Repatriation Bill a safegunard for
the returned seldier in that respert. Certainly,
if the Government are going to buy estates at
£2 or £3 or £4 per acre, we shall be faced with
2 repetition of the present condition of things
relative to the Avondale, Narra Tarra, and
other estates familiar to hon, members—estates

left on the hands of the Government. For
nearly tem years the Government have
been holding the Avondale cstate, purchased
at £5 53. per aere, have had it on

their hands sinnly beeanse the cost of the
land wasg too high. Whilst with other mem-
bers I am prenared to see £160.000 of State
money spent for the purpose of settling re-
turned soldiers on repurchased estates, I con-
gider myself justified in ecalling attentidn to
the ecirenmstance that tlie Government ecan
place a considerable number of smoldiers on
Crown lands without any of this expenditure,
In this eonneetion I am sorry fo observe that
the Loan Estimates do not provide for the
expenditnre of one penny for the construction
of the Esperance Railway. That is a railway
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which bas been inquired into and investigated
more searchingly than any railway ever built
in this State—and the same remark applies
to the land which the railway will serve. The
result of all the various inquiries has been to
confirm the utility of the Esperaance railway.
The Government, I observe with interest, are
able to find money and also rails to complete
the constretion of lines in other parts of the
State. I want to know what explanation the
Premier has to offer regarding the promise he
made to the goldfields people in Kalgoorlie
when, in July of last year, he was there as-
sisting Mr. Seaddan in seeking re-election.
The report of ths Hsperance Lands Royal
Commisgion eame to hand right in the middle
of the election, a fow days before pelling day.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Mr, Scaddan lost.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes; the goldfields peo-
ple are not to be bribed by the promise of the
construetion of a railway, Notwithstanding
the Premier’s uondertaking that the matter
was to be regarded as finally decided, and his
declaration that he coneurred in the Royal
Commission’s recommendation to eonstruet
the Esperance railway not oaly through the
agricultural districts but right through to
Norseman, and his promise that the Govern-
ment wounld regard it as a duty to construct
the railway at the earliest possible oppor-
tunity, these Loan Estimatcs do not show an
item for that purpose. No doubt, the Premier
did say at Kalgoorlie that the work could not
proceed rightaway, because then it was almost
impossible to secnre rails. But, obviously, that
diffienlty has been overcome, becaunse the sched-
ule contains other railways which were to Be
constructed during the last financial year, and
some of which have been going on during
the last financial year. Surely, in common
fairness, having regard to the Royal Commis-
sion’s recommendations and to the resolution
of this House deelaring that the Esperance
railway should be the next to be constructed,
and to the fact that the railway would serve
& stretch of agricultural 1tnalienated land
gome 30 or 40 miles square which has been re-
ported to be suitable for settlement, and on
which a large number of returned soldiers
conld be placed———

The Minister for Works: Placed down there,
on that land¥

Hon. P. COLLIER: TYes; on the Crown
lands there. That is the place where the larg-
est area of agricultural lands in the hands
of the Crown is, yet we find on the loan
schedule that £160,000 has been get down for
the purpose of aequiring estates for the set-
tlement of soldiers, No mention is made of
the Esperance district. I is a positive obli-
gation on the part of the Government to give
effect to the vote of the House and to recog-
nise the decision of the Royal Commigsion, and
also to give effect to the promise made by
the Premier when endeavouring to secure the
elaction of a colleagnue 13 or 14 months ago.
I admit the difficulties of financing doring
these times. T believe that the Commonwealth
Government have an obligation now and for
the next 12 months, to finance the States dur-
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ing the period of re-construction and that ob-
ligation is equally as strong as their obliga-
tion was to finance the States during the
period of the war. .

The Colonial Treasurer: More so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: And it would be a dis-
astrous thing for this country and for the other
States of the Commonwealth if, becanse the
war is now over, the Commonwealth were to
shut down on the borrowing of money. There
is an obligation on the part of the Coumuon-
wealth Government to continue te raise the
money necessary to cnable the States to ab-
sorb the large numbers of men who Jeft vur
shores and who will be returning shortly. If
the Commonwealth Government do not vecog-
nise that duty, there will be serions times
ahead for the various State Governments. I
hope strong representatious will be made to
the Commonwealth Government. They wwouald
be justified in going to the extent of raising
o compulsory loan, doing as they id in con-
neetion with the last loan which was so sne-
cessful. The problems which have to be faced
now are greater than they were before the
war ended. The Commonwealth would also be
justified in raising money at a reasonable
tate of interest, If the war had continued
for another 12 months, the Commonwealth
would have been obliged to raise another
80 millions to enable them to car’y ou,
ond that 80 millions would have been abso-
lutely thrown away. Not one penny of it
would have been used on reproductive work.
If we coutd afford to raise the necessary funds
while the war was in progress, if we could
afford to raise the necessary funds for another
year, which we would have had to do and which
we would have done, surely it is a thousand
times better proposition te raise this money
now that the war is over so that we may spend
it on reproductive works. Australia has the
resources; all we require is capital and popu-
lation, We read in this morning’s paper that
we have in the last century only added to our
population to the extent of five million people.
This continent i3 capable of maintaining a
population equally as great as that of the
Tnited States of America, but if we only in-
erease it at the rate of five millions in every
century, it will take uws 2,000 years to reach
the total population of America. The future
of Australia demands population, and we must
have it at & greater rate than we have had it
in the past. We cannot, however, get it with-
ont the expenditure of capital. Thers is one
thing tha war has taught vs and 1 hope it will
be taken to heart by the powers that be, and
it is that for all future requirements of Aus-
tralia, the money we need can be raised within
our own ghores. Surely the utter stupidity of
borrowing in London has come home to wus,
Whenever we wanted a millien or two in the
past, we rushed straight to London for it
Now we know that we can berrow from our-
selves and when we do that we keep the money
in Australia,

Hon, J. Mitehell: You send haif of it away
for material.

Hon. W. ¢, Angwin:
terest here.

But we keep the in-
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Hon. P. COLLIER: And we know how
strong that makes the country. The strength
of Creat Britain throughout the war was due
to the faet that she was the bondholder of
uearly every other country in the world, Lel
us be our own bondholders, That can be donc
by the Commonwealth Government with the
aid of the Commonwealth Bank. It will be a
good thing for the Commonwealth alse to con-
gider the question of taking over the State
debts.

The Minister for Mines: At the time Fed-
eration was being advoeated that was used as
a great argument in favour of it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: And like many other
proposals at that time, the glamour has worn
off it.

The Colonial Treasuorer:
tion 12 years ago.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is time the State
debts were taken over, If our requirements
are not met by the Commonwealth during the
next 12 months, so as to assist us te place our
returned men and generally to sef the wheels
of industry going, Western Australia will he
in for a bad time, particularly because we are
likely to lose another half a million at the end
of next year.

The Colonial Treagurer: I hope mot.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Having regard to the
treatment we bave received even in small mat-
tera from the Commonwealth authorities, T
have very little confidence that we shall be
met in anything like a generous manner at the
end of next year. When the question arises
1 enly hope that the Government will be able
to raise the necessary money without being ex-
travagant or without again indulging in over-
borrowing. We must never lose sight of the
faet that over-borrewing, whilst it brings years
of boom during the time the money is being
spent, is always followed by years of difficulty,
We ghonld always spend our money wisely on
works of a reproductive character. I sincerely
trust that the Government will be able to find
the necessary funds fo carry them on to the
end of June and also to the end of the next
financial year.

Hon., J. MITCHELL (Northam) [8.12]: 1
do not koow why the Treasurer followed the
unusnal course of bringing down the Loan
Estimates before the Loan Bill. However, the
Treasurer has assumed that the House would
be satisfied to have the information for Min-
isters in regard to the details of this proposed
expenditure. It is a good policy not to borrow
more than iy required. This is what should
have been done in the past because we would
then noi have depleted those resources required
for ordinary development. If we had raised
loans locally while we were constructing rail-
ways in the State we should all the gsame have
had to send half the money out of the country
for material.

Hon. P. Collier: We need not do that now.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We still buy largely
from the old country.

Hon. P. Collier: A big expenditurs has

been on the purchase of rails and fastenings
which can now he got in Australia.

I raised the ques-
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: Up to now we have
bad to buy material in the old country, and
not only has Western Australia had to do this
but the whole of Australia as well. 'We require
cheap money in Australia snd it is not only
necessary that it should be cheap but that it
should be plentiful if the country is to pro-
gress. When it comes to compulsory loans,
even the Treasurer will find them immansely
unpopular. And they fall slmost oxclusively
on those who are enterprising and have money
to invest, What we want most is enterprise.
We have to find employment for a large nuim-
ber of men. We have raised a tremendous lot
of money in Australia, but it has {o be re-
membered that we have also earnt a tremen-
dous amount during the last four years. Wool
alene has been an immense help to Australia,
I suppose that, prior to the war, we never sold
more than seven million pounds worth of
wheat in the Commonwealth in a year. Yot
now it can be said that we have sold 27 mil-
lion pounds worth within a year. Many things
have been done in theso abmormal times which
would not have besn possible in a normal
period. When we look through the Estimates
and find, as we do, the amounts spread over
such a vast range of requirements, the total
does not seem so very large. Someone declared
that the Colonial Secretary had once laid down
as the limit of loan moneys to be spent in this
State in one year, ong million pounds, As &
matter of fact that was the average for along
time after Responsible Goverament,

The Colonial Treasurer: During the last 10
years the average has been brought up consid-
erably.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Even in the Trea-
surer’s ycar of 1903-¢ it was above the avnr-
age by about £100,000, Since 1911 the amount
has been considerably increased. However, we
have a great deal fo show for our expenditure.
Some railways are proposed in the Estimates.
I nofice that the Esperance railway is still on
the list, to piease the heart of the member for
Kanowna. However, I am not going to back
up the remarks of the leader of the Opposition
in respeet of that railway. The sum of
£293.000 is set down for the building of naw
lines and the improvement of existing lines.
This includes a considerable sum for the build-
ing of a line from Bolgart northwards. I do
not know for how many miles it is intended to
extend that line, but I hope it will open up
some good country, notwithstanding that the
counntry there belongs to the Midlund Railway
Company. Of conrse we have the right to iake
that land at a valuation. I notice a small
amouni for the Merredin-Emu Hill line. - In
this connection I am sorry the Treasurer has
not placed on the Lstimaies an amount zaffi-
cient to take that line to some point on the
exi;ting system, and so do away with Lhe ead
end. ’

The CHAIRMAN: We ecan deal with the
details when we eome to them.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes. I am sorry, too,
that there is not an amemnt of mouey yro-
vided for the surveying of new lines. [ think
we ought to survey the lines that are necded.
It is necessary that those surveys should be
made some time before the actual ecnstrue-
tion of the line,
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Hon. W, C. Angwin: To fool people into
thinking that they are going to get the line!

Hon, J., MITCHELL: Money spent on the
survey of a line is well spent,

The Minister for Works: Hundreds of
thousands of poumds have been thrown nway
in this country on wrong surveys.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: We are facing 2
continunation of the harbour expenditure at
Bunbury without knowing what is geing to
happen there. If all that one hcars be tree, it
is likely that we are wasting money in going
on with that scheme,

The Minister for Works: The harbour ig all
right.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: ¥Even the proposal of
the Minigter had to be modified, becanse of
the shifting sand. I should like to see the
harbour construeted in the estuary. The
‘South-West certainly will justify a first-class
harbour at Bunbury, If this country is fo
prosper it must he by increased produetion
through inereased population, and if increased
population is to be brought in it ought to be
sent down to the South-West, On the subject
of the development of mining, it seems to me
that if we eould find o good mine at the ex-
pense of £50,000, it would be money well spent;
but it is hard to know in which direction the
money should go to secure the best results. We
require to know from the Minister for Mines
what he proposes to do. Now is the time to go
in for mining development. It wquld be a piti-
ful thing indeed if we had to put men out of
the industry in order to provide positions for
the returned soldiers. Not only our own men,
but thousands of British soldiers will probably
be coming to Western Australia. I notice the
evergreen freezing works at Wyndham are
still here, and I hope this latest amount will
«complete the expenditure.

The Colonial Treasurer: So do I.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I hope, too, that we
shall pretty soon start exporting, in order that
the works may pay some portion of the in-
terest and sinking fund, We réquire faeilities
for exporting from the southern portion of
the State. We do not seem fo be getting any
definite announcement about the construction
of these proposed works. We have an enor-
mous expenditure at Wyndham, and the Trea-
surer is hesitating about providing the necces-
sary expenditore at Fremantle. We have some
cight million sheep in the State to-day. While
it is guite true that the percentage of export
from Australia is very low, yot New Zealand
before the war was able to export 25 per cent.
of the total number of sheep and lambs. If
the leader of the Opposition desires compnl-
sory loans, let him appeal to the Government
to give ua facilities to convert our produce
into money.

Hon. P, Collier: Do not misunderstand me.
I am not an advoeate of compulsory loans in
the genaral sense.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I understand that.
You propose it only as a temporary expedient.
The suggestion first came, not from the leader
of the Opposition, but from the Federal Gov-
crament, However, if we are to get money, it
mugt be by the sale of cur products. We re-
quire freezing works at Fremantle. Having
regard to ihe evidence as to the number of
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stock in the State, and to the fact that the
British people want the produee so badly, I
cautnt understand why the Government have
not gone on with this work, The Treasurer has
placed in the Estimates an amount of £25,000
for the purchase of sheep for farmers who have
not any. That is a step in the right direetica.
Much ean be done towards keeping the works
busy by improving the quality of the stock.
We can hold in the South-West all the sheep
that we have in Weastern Australin to-day.
We can easily keep eight million sheep down
there. Some day we shall have that number,
and when we do the position of the country
will be very different from what it is to-day.
T notice an item on the Estimates of £20,000
for a pine plantation somewhere north of Perth,
Ts it the intention of the Government to run
a railway out to that area? I wonld point
out that it will take many years befure the
timber hecomes marketable,. The Ireasurer
will not get much back from this expenditure
for a long time, There is no chance of this
investment being wmade commercially sound
with the difficulties confronting the Govern-
ment in the preparation of the land for plant-
ing. With wages ns they are the outlay will
he considerable, and the Treasurer may have to
wait 30 yearg for a return, The plantation at
Hamel has been there for 15 years, and the
trees are not very big even now. Every mem-
ber of the Committec should give this matter
of loan expenditure his earnest consideration,
We shonld do with the money the best that
can possibly be done. Tt is not enough to sn
spend our money that it will bring back inter-
est and sinking fund. We want to spend our
money in sueh a way that it will be returning
henefits to the State all the time. We want
to provide facilities to inerease our enter-
prises, 80 that the energies of the people may
be utilised for the development of the State.
We want work to bLeget work, and that is of
more importance than an undertaking which
will produce intcrest and sinking fund on the
loan. T agree with a good denl of what has
been said by the leader of the Opposition in
regard to soldier settlement. The amount the
Treagurer agks for, £150,000, is not very much,
and will soon go. We have. T sce, settied some-
thing lke 300 pcople on the land in the last
two or three years, We expect a large numher
of men to come back during the next six months,
and the Treasurer is right in looking ahead.
Tnstead of putting down £150,000, however, he
should have put down a very much larger sum,
No donbt, as the Commonwealth Government
are pledged to raise the money for this, he
feels that he can pet money if he needs it
without loan authorisation, T am glad that
he has gtrengthened the funds of fhe Acrienl-
tural Bank. Tf we do have a numher of men
ont of emnlovment, as was the ease in 1907,
the bett means of emplaying them is to allow
neonle whe have 1and onimrroved to imnrove it,
This will mean that our railwars will he a het-
tor nreonnsition,  The AsrienMnral Rank ean
provide the work of supervision, which will
also save a good deal of money and trouble. T
have no fault to find with the amount on the
Estimates. Probably we shall make some alter-
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ations in Committee. It is a bad custom to
bring down the Loan Estimates ahead of the
Loan Bill. We should have the general dis-
cusgion on the Bill and the detailed diseussion
on the katimates. T hope to hear from the
member for Kanowna that the Esperance rail-
way will open up the country for the settle-
ment of the thousands of wen whe are coming
back. Western Australia has a fair oppor-
tunity of settling the soldiers who are desiroua
of going on the land in Australia. I under-
stand that 19 per cent. of the men, judging
from the return which has been received, are
desirous of going on the Jand. We have a mag-
nificent area of untouched Crown lands in this
State for this purpose. Tf members wonld
vigit the south-west they wounld see how justi-
fied I am in saying that there is probably no
better Tand in any portion of the Empire from
the point of view of elimate, and other
opportunities for settlement. Then we
have the Midlaud Railway Company’s tract
of land, which is so far untouched.
There is some two million aeres there, and
half a million acres of wheat land inclnded in
that. We should certainly eall attention to
the lands that we have in the State. This
ought to be made known to the Federal au-
thorities. I should have liked to have seen the
Midland Railway added to our State system.
Tt does not matter whether the wheat ig pro-
duced on Midland Railway Jands or Crown
land, the advantage to Western Australia is
exactly the same., The directors of the Mid-
land Railway Company have treated this State
without muech consideration, judging from the
reports of the addresses by the chairmen at
the annual meetings in London,

Hon. W, C, Angwin: Ii was your Govern-
ment they were talking about,

Houn. J. MITCHELL: We will take one.
third of the blame, and apportion two-thirds
to the GGovernment of which the member for
North-East Fremantle was a member.

Hon, W, C, Apgwin: You must take all the
blame.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I hope the Govern-
ment will use every endeavour to setile the
Midland Railway lands as far as possible.

Hou. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [8.37]: I
desire to express my gratitude for the way in
which the leader of the Opposition has drawn
attention to the gross neglect on the part of
the Treasurer and the Government in omitting
to make any provision whatsoever for the con-
tinuation and completion of the railway line
already commenced at Esperance. Some hon,
members are of opinion that an injustice has
been done to their particular districts, because
there is upon the records of the House a reso-
lution stating that in the order of precedence
as passed by Parliament the Esperance railway
shall be construeted.

Mr. Harrigson: We are not discussing that
at present,

Hon, T. WALEKER: There is 2 motion
on the Notice Paper now to rescind that reso-
lution,

Mr. Harrigon:
mates,

I do not see it on the Esti-
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Hon. T. WALKER: There ought to have
been some provision for this railway,

The Minister for Works: There is 3 sum of
£150.

Hon. T. WALKER: There ought to be pro-
vision for its continnance and completion. The
war is now over, and rails will, I hops, be
speedily available.

The Minister for Works: 8o do T.

Hon. T. WALEKER: The manufacture of
material from Newcastle will not be required
henceforth for war purposes, and I trust that
very soon we shall be able to get the material,
not only for the construction of this railway
but for the construetion of other lines which
will assist mining and agricuiture. We have
had our period of destruction. SBince 1914 we
have been destroying not only the beauties of
the world but its utilities. The Treasurer and
the leader of the Opposition have rightly said
that the work ahead is now of infinitely greater
importance, and will make larger demands
upon our abilities, our energies and our wis-
dom than anything which has called upon those
qualities before. We have to provide for our
returning  comrades, ocur valiant defenders,
those of them who have been sparcd. These
will be coming back speedily. The provision
in the Estimates will not adequately meet the
requirements for those men. What I object
to i3 the provision on the Estimates for pur-
chasing land already alienated, and which
ghould be worked when we have at present
such an enormous fract of country in the Es-
perance. district calling for settlement and
waiting for it. The land is of a quality and
aren Which have no comparison in any other
area in the State. There is no area with such
uniformity of land—I do not say it is the
best possible land—so casily culiivable, so fit
for wheat growing, as in the Esperanco dis-
trict, as compared with any other portion of
the State that has been surveyed.

Mr. Maley: With a good relinble rainfall.

Hon, T. WALEER: As recliable as in our
wheat belt. That being so, we have no reason
to deery it. I cannot understand hon. mem-
bers seeking to deery that portion of the
State, which is of such immense value to it as
an asset.

Mr. Maley:

[Mr. Foley took the Chair.}

Hon. T. WALKER: Why disparage it1 We
know the argumcents which have been wused
against this portion of the country are those
which were wsed against the Wimmera in Vie-
toria and the mallee land of South Australia.
The testimony is that the Esperance land eom-
parcs more tharn favourably with the wallee
country of South Awstralin and Vietorin. We
krow also that the mallec 1ands of South Avs-
tralia have been practicallv the salvation of
that State. In the cirecnmstancos I fail to un-
derstand the anathy of the presens Covern-
ment, Some long time ago the late Mr. Wil-
san announced to the public that the Labour
Government had deceived the people by pass-
ing the Bill for the construction of the Wsper-
ance railway without revealng &l fact that
the Esperance land was salt. The Royal (lomn-

No one is.
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mission appointed to inquirc into that matter
declared, however, that the country had been
maligned, that it was capable of settlement
and suitable for wheat production, and that a
railway was an ahsolute necessity, Peaze has
been declared, and there is not 1he slightest
provision made upon these listimates for the
continnation of that railway in accordance
with the present Premier’s promise made at
Kalgoorlie. The construction of the railway
was illegully, wrongfully, and maliciously
stopped for political purposes.

The Minister for Works: No.

Hon, T. WALKER: Yes. The promise was
made that the wrong done should be undone,
that we should have the construetion of the
line at the earliest possible moment. But faith
has again been broken with the people of that
district, who have heen reduced alwnst to pen-
ury and have been subjected to all kinds of
privation—many of them driven, broken-
hearted, from the soil. T trust that we ave
migled by these Estimates, that there will ke
provision made for the completion of the Es-
perance railway, the authorisation of which
has been passed by Parliament, But the Gov-
ornment apparently prefer spending borrowed
money in buying land, already alionated, for
the scttlement of soldiers, to speading it in
developing by a railway this great portion of
the State,

Mr. Lutey: Where the soldiers =would have
& chance of sueceeding on the land.

Hon, T, WALKER: I am afraid the Gov-
ernment will continue in their policy of mal-
igning and wronging the Esperance "district.
But if hon. members hold the conviction that
princinle and truthfulness and pledges shovld
be adhered to, then they will endeavour to
hold the Government to their promise of
building that railway, thereby affording the
returned soldier a.chance of successful settle-
ment on the land of that important distriet of
tho State.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [8.511: I join
wih the last speaker in deploring the small
amount proposed by these Estimates for the
Margaret river-Busselton rallway. If there
is anv railway in this State which is justifed,
it is ‘the Margaret river line, in order to give
the peonle who have been pioneering that por-
tion of Western Australin for 60 or 70 years
an opportunity of getting their produce to
market. A sum of £300 ia provided for burn-
ing off timber that was eut down two years
ago. I thank the Treasurer for his gener-
osity, though I feel the expenditure of the
money will be anticipated by bush fires. Un-
fortunately, the system of purning off is not
in the best interests of the country, as unless
the work done is carefully watched, the money
is likely to be wasted. The Margarct river
railway has been approved by two Parlia-
menta, though my views differ from those of
the two Parliaments as regards the route.
However, the people bevond the end of that
railway line deserve railway communication;
and T heope the line will be pushed through
at the earliest possible moment. Thewe is the
question of the extension of the Busrelton
jetty, for which no provision apnears on the
Estimates. For the proper handling of tim-
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ber over that jetty, it is unecessary that the
jetty head should be widened s0 as to enable
a vessel to be loaded on either side.

The Minister for Works: The Commisstonor
of Railways differs from you on thaf point.

Mr. PICKERING: But T have the opinion
of the Miniater for Works, on whose auvthor-
ity I more readily rely.

Hon. P, Collier: After that, the Minister
for Works cannot refuse to go on with that
worlr.

Mr, PICKERING: If I get some considera-
tion in this direction, I shall be satisfied; and
if the Margaret river railway is properly sur-
vayed it will, when constructed, prove a source
of great prosperity for Busselton and the sur-
rounding country, instead of the town
being a ©place of contumely, as indi-
cated by the Minister for Industries. I
shall not move to interfere with the
present rout of the Busselton-Margaret river
railway unless my constituents desire it. T
hope the Minister will be able to make avail-
able a small sum for the establishment of a
drainage scheme ant Ludlow. That has been
under consideration for some time, and the
residents are prepared to take it on, The
Minister for Mines in his epeeches i3 invariably
silent regarding the oil industry. It has be-
come the practice of members rather to ridienle
the idea of oil being obtained in Western Aus-
traliz. But T am ready to believe that the
indications are not so dismal as hen. members
are prepared to aceept. In view of the wonder-
ful development in America consequent on the
diseovery of the oil, the Government ought to
take some step towards promoting the industry
in Wkstern Australia, where the indications,
more particularly in the portion of the State
I represent, and also at Pingelly, and I believe
in the neighbourhood of Faperance, are favour-
able to the finding of petroleum, The money
required for boring purposes varies in amount
from £500 to £10,000; but even the latter
expenditure, if it resulted in a payable dis-
covery, would he a comparative trifle.  The
greater portion of the country upon which the
indications of ¢il have been found is, T under-
stand, pastoral eountry. I listened with much
interest to the remarks of the leader of the
Opposition on the amounts which it is pro-
posed to expend on the settlement of dis-
charged soldiers, and I should like the Minis-
ter in replying to state what steps the Gov-
ernment have taken to seeure wire and iron
required in the settlement of returned soldiers.

The Colonial Treasurer: There will be any
quantity of iron available.

Mr, PICEERING: T shall be pglad to know
that iron is available at a reasonable price for
the ercetion of soldiers’ dwellings. T hope also
that fencing wire will he available at reason-
ahle vrices. Tn conclusion, T wigh the Minister
for Works to note that ont of the sum on the
Estimates for ronds and bridees he should give
my electorate a fair proportion. Tt has been
an unfortunate district in the mattor of floods
Muring the past two years, and in the absence
of substantial assistance from the Government
the brifiees which have been destroyed cannot
be rebuilt.
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Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [9.58]: I am
rather disappointed to observe that no pro-
vigion is made on the Loan Lstimates for the
supply of another steamship for the North-
West trade.

Mr, Lambert: State soeialism!

Mr. ANGELO: That is one of the State
enterprises which I consider absolutely neces-
sary for the development of the North-West
of this State, and one of the State enterprises
which have warranted themselves and have be-
eome payable,  When, some years ago, the
Lahour Government introduced the State Steamn-
ship Service for the North-West, they pur-
chased two or three vessels for the trade. That
had the result of driving off the coast several
regulur boats running in that trade.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They would have gone
in any ease.

Mr. ANGELO: Probably. But it is now up
to the Government, who have continued the
policy of State sheamslips, to provide a better
gervice than we have at present, We are now
supposed to have two steamships running on
the North-West coast, the ‘*Bambra’’ and the
‘*Kwinana'’; but whenever the Country party
require the services of one of those boats to
carry manurc or anything of that kind, she
is taken off the coastal trade, even Iif
at that very time sghe i3 most nceded.
The development of the North-West is most
important for the future progress of the State.
How is it possible to devclop that part of the
State without either railways or steamera?
The Government should immediately take
steps to sce whether a new boat cannot be pro-
cured or they should place an order for the
laying down of the kecl of ome as soon as
possible. I know hon. members opposite are
in favour of what I say.

The Coloninl Treasurer: You surely would
not buy a boat at the present prices,

Mr. ANGELO: TUnless we do something
shortly, wea will be in that position that we
will be progressing backwards; unless we can
get the commodities that are neeessary and
unless we can send our stock down to the
sonthern markets, we may as well close down.

Hon. P. Collier: We very nearly had the
money through for another bkoat.

.Hon, W. C. Angwin: We nearly had the
boat without the authority.

Mr. ANGELO: I only wish the present
Government would follow the good example
set by members opposite in that direction. I
agree that railways are necessary for the de-
velopment of the State, but so are steamers
for the development of the North-Westere dis-
tricts, The difference, however, iz that while
the railways are not paying, the steamers have
been paying handsomely.

Member: Look at the freights.

Mr, ANGELO: In spite of the high
freights, I do not think a single complaint has
come from the North-West about the freights
charged by the steamship service. We have
only to experience one bad season up there,
and if we canmot get our stock down to the
market, there will be o tremendous loss. I
urge the Government on behalf of the develop-
ment of the State in the North-West to give
this matter serious consideration and see
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whether it is not possible to secure ancther
vessel for the North-West trade,

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [9.53: I re-
gret that that provision has not been made on
the Loan Istimates for the geldfields which
should have been made. I notice under Water
Supply and Sewerage o sum of £5,000 has.
been set down for boring on stock routes and
while that provision has been made, nothing
has beon done for the goldficlds areas where
stock is heing raised.

Mr. Duff: Whieh district?

Mr, LAMBERT: My own distriet and
others as well. This Government went to the
country and said their policy was one of
‘‘produce.’’ 'We have millions of acres of
grazing country in the auriferous beit of
Western Australia to-day whieh is eapable of
cattle production, and this country ig right
alongside the goldfields water main. We lknow
that the goldfields water supply is being run
at a loss and while the cngincers are sitting
down and the pumps of the water seheme are
idle, the Government who said their policy was:
to ‘"produnee,’’ are charging those people who
require water for their ecattle 7s. Gd. per thou-
sam<l gallons. T ask the Minister for Water
Supply, that seeing there is provision for
£5,000 for boring on stock routes in the
Nortl-West, to secc alse that the cattle
raisers in the goldfields areas, mest of
whom have only small herds of por-
haps n  huedred or ftwo hundred head,
get some assistanee. Those people have bgen
battling against adverse conditions imposed
by the Government. Tt is a shame to soy
that this Government is in favour of inereas-
ing production when there are millions of
acres of reasenably good grazing lands which
cannot be turned to account because the Gov-
ernment will not supply water at a reasonable
rate.

The Minister for How mueh did
you say they paid?

My. LAMBERT: The Minister knows how
mueh they pay. It does not matter whether
they pay 7s. 64. or 3. The Minister knows it
is mere hypoerisy and humbug te say that the
Government favour production when they ex-
pect the small eattle raisers to pay 7s. 6d. per
thousand gallons for water. There is no re-
gard shown for the water scheme or for pro-
duction whieh can be assisted by the utilisa-
tion of the works which cost such a huge eapi-
tal amount. The water scheme and the water
mains have only a limited life and it i3 for
the Government to realise that fact and te do
the greatest good by utilising them to the
fullest extent and not hy allowing the maing
to rust and the pumps to remain idle. We
shouldl supply water to those pastoralists who
arc trying to raise small herds adjacent to
the water mains at a couple of shillings a
thonsand gallens,

The Minister for Works: What about the
extra ‘‘tanner’’ and making it half-a.crownfd

Mr, LAMBERT: T am not going teo state
any arbitrary amount but I would like to have
the assurance of the Minister that he ig pre-
pared to give the pastoralists in that part of
the State water at half-a-crown per thousand
gallons. Whenever T have hac the opportunity
I have pointed out to the Fremier, who I be-

Works:
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liave is gympathetic towards these people, the
necessity for giving them water at a reason-
able rate. Naturally it is realised that the
goldfields water supply should be utilised to
the fullest extent. It is a crying shame that
we have a big scheme on which a huge sum of
money has been spent, not being utilised to the
extent that should be the case. I ask the Min-
ister what he is prepared to do?

The Minister for Works: You trot those
pastoralists along and I will deal with them,

[Mr. Stubbs resumed the Chair.}

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not think it ecalls
for my trotting any pastoralista along. The
Minister knows full well that this country
granted to him and hig political associates the
guardianship of the State’s affairs at the last
olections and that they submitted a definite
pledge and that it was that they would en-
conrage produetion. I asked those associated
with the Minister for Works to support that
policy of production at every opportunity not
only by further expenditure of loan moneys,
but by using the resources possessed by the
State nt the present time. There is an amount
on the Estimates of £3,000 in connection
with State hotels and tourist resorts. T ob-
served in this morning’s newspaper a report
by a constable on some reference I made to
the State hotel at Gwalia a little time back.

The CHATRMAN: Would it not be hetter
to deal with these matters when we come to
themd If we do mnot follow that course, the
debate will be interminable.

Mr. LAMBERT: T claim my right in speak-
ing generally on these Estimates to refer to
the State hotels or anything clse that is com-
tained in them. T was about to refer to the
State hotels and tourist resorts in connection
with which there is a sum of £3,000 on the
Estimates, It appears to me that nnless thess
hotels are condncted on different lines, it may
be necessary to lease them, that is unless they
perform the functions it was originally in-
tended they should do. Tt is right for the
House to demand that we should secure from
them reasonable interest and sinking fund
upon the eapital expended. In this morning's
newspaper a Constable Pilkington—T do not
know whether my friend the member for Perth
knows him or not—stated that the eonduet
of the State hotels at Gwalia on the orcasion
roferred to by me was no worse than it was
on ordinary pay days. Possibly T will tave
an opportunity of dealing in greater detail
with the conduct of that hotel at a later
date,

The Colonial Treasurer: What has this to
do with the general discussion? Yon might
be in order in disenssing this on the jtems.

The CHATRMAN: Yes: the hon, member is
gearcely in order in dealing with the itams
on the genecral d'seursion.

Mr. LAMBERT: My criticism of the Gwalia
hotel ean he replivd to by the Minister.

The CHATRMAN: We are not digeussine
the Gwnalia hotel. The Treasurer introduced
the ISstimates, and the rule s that when he
has finished. a general discussion is taken up
by hon. members, A mumber of membars
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have spoken without vreferring to the par-
tieular items, When we come to the items
the hon, member will be able to discuss any
item in which he is interested. Just now it_. is
enly gencral principles that we are dealing
with.

Mr. LAMBERT: The leader of the Opposi-
tion discussed every item, and other members
have done the same. However, T will not rcfer
te this item again at this juncture. Tn cob-
nection with the increased amount for min-
ing development, I hope some definite policy
will be formulated and that the Minister for
Mines will eall in the hest possible advice in
order that the money may be spent to the
greatest advantage, and that we may have a
continnous policy with a definite ides in sight.
T have here a letter from the secretary of the
Egperance Railway League, The Premier last
year in Kalgoorlie made a definite promise
to the people of the distriet that this railway
ghonld be construcfed at the earliest possible
moment. I hope, for the sake of the settlers
there, the Premier will fulfil that promise, so
that when the boys who went to the war from
that district come back they will find employ-
ment.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): Suppose they had not gone to the war,
would the railway have been justifiedt

Mr. LAMBERT: T am not posing a8 an an-
thority either on railway econstrnetion or on
the possibilities of the distriet. Tt was good
enough for the Scaddan Government to enter
upon the construction of the line, and poed
enough for the Wilson Government to stop
that construetion and appoint a Royal Com-
mission to inguire into the question.  That
Royal Commission was unanimously in favonr
of the constrvetion of the line. I am pleased
to ser that the Treasurer, with the Minister
for Mines, has made some reasonable wnro-
vision for mining development, and T hape
there will be a continnity of poliey in res-
pert of that Aevelonment.

Mr., THOMSON (Katanning) [9.247: T am
very much dissatisfied with the Loan Fstimates-
in respeet of railways. On the 18th Fehmary,
1915, a Bill waa nassed anthorising the con-
strnetion of the Nyabine-Tingerup extension,
and in 1917 a Rill was passed for the Bolzart
ertension. I have no desire to detract from
the nreeney of the Bolrart extension, but T
ghonld like to noint ont that the settlers in the
eartern Katanning distriets are just as much
entitled to eomsideration as are the settlars of
Boleart. I think something shonld be done in
eonnection with the Pineerun railwav,

Mr. Farrieon: What traffie wonld there het

Mr. THOMSON: There wasg sufficient traffie
in 1815 to warrant the passing of tha Bill, and
there iz much more traffic now. Peonle were
aent ont 20 miles from the evisting line on the
nromise of a roilwav, and they now see other
lineg heine constructed before their own, They
have the richt to ask why their railwavy has not
heen eonstrieted, I sbould he lackine in my
dnty a= their venresentative if T did not ask
why that rnilway is not heing eonstmeted,
The Iate Minicter for Wo ks (Hon. W. C.
Anowin} assrred me. and I know he wag gin-
cere, that the line was to be constructed im-
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mediately. How are the peopls down there to
carry on without the railway, espeeially seeing
that they are eaten out by rabbitsa? The Min-
ister will say that the rails ordered have not
come to hand. Yet those settlera have the
mortification of seeing other railways being
constructed, The sum of £22,450 is set aside
for the Bolgart extension. I know the Lake

Grace railway and the Wagin'Bowelling lines .

have been eompleted,

The Minister for Works: How long has that
ling been going?

Mr. THOMSON: A little over four years.
Of course I understand it was stress of eir-
canstances that prevented the late Minister
for Works from carrying out his promise, T
hope the present Minister will be able to give
me a satisfactory reply which I may communi-
cate to the disappointed settlers in the distriet.
Dealing with the amount here set down for the
repurchase of estates, I feel somewhat dubious,
I think we should consider the advisability of
expending that amount on the opening up of
our virgin lands. The land proposed to bhe
purchased iy a taxable asset, and we can com-
pel the holders of that land to pay an in-
ereagedl revenue to the State.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [9.30]): The presentation of the Loan
Estimates shows the necessity for the develop-
ment of the State. We have heard tbat large
sumg of money have been expended from loan
which would be a hurden wupon the State,
Western Australia is very scattered so far as
its population js concerned, and any Treasurer
would have to find money for its development.
The propositions may not be payable right
away, but eventually the money which is spent
in development work will result in a refurn to
the Treasury. We have to be careful that no
money is expended out of loans that ean be
postponed for a while. The member for Nor-
tham referred to the expenditure of approxi-
mately £20,000 on forests. If the matter were
held over for 18 months or two years it might
bo possible to get momey at a cheaper rate
than six per cent., and a year or two will not
make much difference so far as the trees are
concerned. The same thing applies to other
works. 1 am pleased that the Treasurer has
seen fit to carry on the work in connection
with the Fremantle harbour, It is not so
much for Fremantle as for the State generally
that this shonld be done. I regret that funds
are not available for a new dredge at Fre-
mantle in order to deepen the Harbour to 40
feet instead of 36 feet. We wWere warned by
the Royal Commission appointed by the Brit-
ish Government that ships in the future would
require water to a depth of 40 fect in the har-
hours, and that they would use the Cape rounte
instead of the Canal route., Unless we can
accommodate vessels of that draft here they
will go to other ports in the Commonwealth,
and will leave ug in the cold.

Mr, Harrison: And that will mean tranship-
ment,

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: Yes. I am told
that 1lobart alone can accommodate vessels of
that draft. Ships that would have come to
this port during the war bave had to go
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to Tasmania for the purpose of coaling. It is
necessary that we should provide for the mew
clags of vessel, which in all probability will be
preduced very shortly. So many vessels have
been lost during the war that it js very likely
the new type of vessel will come in carlier than
wag anticipated by the British Royal Commis-
sion. With regard to water supplies touched
upon by the leader of the Opposition, 1 had an
instance only yesterday of a man who had been
coaling all night on board 2 ship, who when he
returned home at 7.30 in the morning waa un-
able to get any water with which to wash. I
am pleased that the Minister is making pro-
vigion to get over this diffieulty.

The Minister for Works: Is that the *fPal-
myra’’?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes. I see there is
an gmount on the Estimates for advances for
agricultural development, We have to be very
wary in regard to these advances on works in
conncetion with which it is propesed to give
Government assistance. 'We have heard a good
deal of condemnation of State trading con-
cerns. We have beon told of the losses which
have been incurred in those concerns. Some
of them have brought about losses, but others
kave proved profitable undertakings. At the
same time, we hear nothing about the losses
whieh have been incurred through advances
made to private individuals from loan moneys
in order to start some particular enterprise, T
do not think there is more than on¢ case in
whieh a penny of the money advanced was re-
turned to the Govermnent, or in which even
the interest was paid on the money loaned.
There is in the air the question of establishing
freezing and canning works at Fremantle. I
regret that the Government have not taken the
responsibility on their own ahoulders. T do not
helinve in handing such things over to the meat
trust, nor in using State money to assist pri-
vate individuals who will eventually take con-
trol at the expense of the great madtority. If
the work is started throngh any advance made
by the Government, then I wounld point out that
the very best and most convenient site in West-
ern Australia is being offered for the carrying
on of these works. In future if thev repay
the loan the Government will probably find
that the undertaking is being worked to tha
detriment of the scttlers of the State.

The Colonial Treasurer: I do not think that.

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: Once this site is
taken over by this concern there is every possi-
bility of its getting into the hands of the
American meat ring, Armour and company
are working to this end to-day.

The Colonial Treasvrer: We know that,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: They are offering
£40.000 if private people will pat wo another
£60,000. Are the Governmoent satisfied, after
the renorts they have seen in Ameriea and
after the warning which has been given by
the British Government, ag to the neecessity
far keeping rcontrol of the meaf trade for the
benefit of the British people, that everv care
has heen exercised to sce that the Ameriean
trust does not set into Western Australinf One
of the primary reasons why the State Gov-
ernment started the Wyndham freezing works
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was to combat the meat trust, It was their
intention to come down the coast by degrees,
and was intended to establish such works at
the smaller ports in order to accommodate the
pastoralists around those areas, as well as to
erect free:ers at Fremantle to provide for the
farmers inland. We sent an officer to the
Eastern States to make inquiries as to the
erection of ireezers. In all probability had we
remained in office another 12 months the works
would have heeh completed at Fremantie, If
we are not earcful we shall be handing over to
the American meat trust the best site in the
main shipping port of the State, onc of the
best possible asites for the economical working
of an industry of this nature, from the point
of view of the farming community surrounding
the port. The pastoralists will look after them-
selves, but the small farmer cannot do so. T
do not think the pastoralists care at all whether
the State has control or a private company, so
long as the works are there. It is in the inter-
ests of the smnll settler that the State should
retain the control. This is the first Government
gince the Newton Moore Government which
ever suggested that works of this nature should
be controlled by a trust or company. If my
vote can atop it this site will never be handed
over to a private company. There is the grav-
est risk of its eventually being controlled en-
tirely by the American meat trust.

Mr. Maley: Which site do you mean?

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: T mean that at
Arthor Head, Fremantle. These people will
repay the money thus loaned by the Govern-
ment for the purpose of squecezing it out of
the small scttler as soon as he boging to send
his stock to them. Therc was a paper tabled
this sersion dealing with the jam faclory.
Beveral thousands of pounds have been loaned
to this undertaking bv the Government, .and
money is still heing loaned.

The Colonial Treasurer: We got £700 of it
back.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Advances are still
being made. When the receiver was sent there
the door was shut in his fare. Before he was
admitted. two davs later, anproximately £1,000
worth of material had been sent out of

the faetory by different versons who
had been rtesponsible for borrowing the
money. I was told that a great deal of

this was block tin, which at the time was
realisnble and people in the metropolitan area
were kopn to get it.  This shows the svstem
which is being adopted. and is another instance
in which the ®tafte has loaned money to assist
industries. Tn my opinion this sort of thing
i3 a thousand times worse than a State trading
concern, heeavse with State trading concerns
the peanla know what they are losing. butina
case of this kind once the money iz handed
over fo the nrivate people the State does not
know what it will lose. T hope this question
of advances will be dealt with by the Govern-
ment in sach a way that the State will he
aafernarded, T would not lend a penny in this
direction if T had my way. If it is in the in.
terests of the Btate that an industry should be
atarted it is better for the Government to take
the responsibility of it, than to leave it to
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private individuals who pay high salaries and
who, if the advances are not continued, close
down the works.

Mr. Troy: Will that not happen in the case
of the freczing works¥

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I am afraid that
Armour and Company will buy out the Gov-
crnment. I say the Government should profeet
the settler and the small farmer.

Mr. Maley: Do you not think the settler
will protect himself against Armour and Com-
pany?

The Colonial Treasurer: No.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There is no possible
chance,

The Colonial Treasurcr: Read the history
of this business and you will not be so certain
about it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There are one or
two items to which I intended to refer Iater.
As soon as money gets cheaper, instead of
stopping borrowing, we shall have to borrow
more, for that is the only way to develop the
State. In regard to that expenditure T hope
the Government of the day, whoever they may
be, will devote some considerable attention to
the encouragement of immigration.

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [9.47]: I deo

" not know that T shall have an opportunity of

discussing the Improvement of the Geraldtor
harbour in these Estimates, since there is no
amonnt set down for that purpose. But I
would ask the Government to make known
what is their policy in regord to that matter.

The Minister for Works: The circumstances
are the same as they were upon the deelaration
of our policy 12 months ago.

Mr. WILLCOCK: T dcsire to know whether
even in the dim and distant future there is
likely to be something done for the port of
Geraldton. Have the Governmeni any inten-
tion in thia matter, and when is improvement
likely to take place? The Geraldton distriet
suffers in trade from the want of harbour im-
provements. On the Wheat Marketing Bill I
pointed out that we will have to send wheat
50 miles—Mullewa to Fremantle—because dur-
ing the last three or four weeks vessels which,
had there heen decent harbonr accommodation
at Geraldton, could have been loaded there,
went to Fremantle.

The Minister for Works:
ghipa drawing?

Mr. WILLLGOCK: There were soma ships
of 4,000 or 5,000 tons, and the average depth
of a vessel of that tonnage is abont 20 or 21
feet.

The Minister for Works: You have plenty
of water at Geraidton.

Mr. WILLCOCK: But that is one of the
reasons why those vessels were not allowed to
go to Geraldton—that the harbour was not
supposed to be good enough for them. Boats
which in the past it was considered safe to
send to Geraldton, are now pot permitted to
visit that port. In the matter of wool ap-
praisement, the Federal Government desire to
have all the wool appraised nt Fremantle on
the ground that that is the one port of the
State from which wool ean be exporfed with
convenience. Because no harbour work ia be-
ing done at Geraldton, the reputation of the
port is going down.

What were those
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The Minister for Works: Is not the lack
of vesscls calling at Geraldton due to shortage
of shipping?

Mr, WILLCOCIK: No, not altogether. As
regards wool appraising, the only excuse given
for taking it away from Geraldton is that Ger-
aldton is not a favourable shipping port. The
policy of the Government should be to develop
the out ports of the State. If we want West-
ern Awvsrtalia to be s onetown BState, let us
eontinue spending money around Fremantle
and Perth, But if there is to be development
in half a dozen different portions of the State
the out ports must receive fair treatment, so
that export facilities may be available close
at hand to the people of the varions districts.
Development work should be carried on, not
only in ome portion of the State, but in every
portion of the State. Geraldton is an estab-
lished port which has done a certain amount of
trade for the past 40 years; and it has been
the policy of suceessive Governments of West-
ern Australin so to develop that port as to
enable it to handle the trade which rightly be-
longa to it. But owing to the want of im-
provements at Geraldton the port is Iosing
trade that is its righiful dve. Unless some-
thing iz done, the position will become even
worse than it is now. Five or six years ago
Goraldton was the second shipping port of
Western Australia; but now Geraldton has
ounly one litile steamer per fortnight. To some
extent that dearth of shipping may be due to
the shortage of vessels; but, still, the wool
appraisement buginess proves my contention.

The Colonial Treasurer: The reason given
s was that if Geraldton was given wool ap-
praisement it would have to be given to a lot
of little out ports in the Eastern States,

Mr. WILLCOCK: There is a difference be-
tween allewing o port to retain a trade it has
always had and giving to some little centre
what it demands in the way of establishment
of an industry it never possessed. There is
some¢ money set down for water supply to
towns, and I shall defer my remarks on the
subject of the Geraldton water supply until
that item is reached.

Mr. DUFF (Claremont) [9.56]: I wish to
mention the great satisfaction of the mining
community at the Treasurer’s placing upon
the Loan Estimates £50,000 extra for pros-
pecting avd other mining devclopment worlw
No doubt, some fixed policy on the part of the
Minister for Mines has been brought about;
because, I believe, there are any number of
ways of spending the £50,000. If it is spent
well, our mines are going to benefit., The
Minister should take into consideration =zt
once the removal of the embargoes at present
existing in connection with abandoned leases
which in days gone by were pledged by small
owners a3 seeurity for an advanes of a hun-
dred or two. Men come along now anxious
to take up those abandoned leases, and it is
unfair that they should be asked to lift the

burden of the embargo before being allowed

to touch those mines. With regard to water
supply, many questions ariso affecting the min-
ing industry; nnd the Minister for Works
might get in touch with the Minister for
Mines on that subject.
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The Minister for Worka: We are in touch.

Mr. DUFF: The Minister for Mines had it
well drilled into him, during that little trip
of his five or six weeks ago to the goldfields,
that there are mines which are struggling and
which should be helped in connection with
water sopply. The matter should be looked
upon as a national effort te encourage tho
mining industry. The Bullach mine iz now
struggling along on 24s, or 25s, dirt, and
paying large sums for water., If there ia
any chance of keeping that mine going by
granting it a cheaper water supply, that
should be dome in the interests of the State
I shall have a word or two to say when the
items come alung,

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [9.57]: I do not
proposs to speak at great length on these Esti-
mates, becanse they have already been very
fully discussed. However, I also desire to
express my pleasure at the amount providad
for mining development, which amount has
been so largely increased. I do hope that when
the Estimates are again prescnted next year
it will be found that the greater part of the
Vote bas been expended, because I under-
stand it is there for that purpose. I do not
guggest for a moment that the Minister will
spend the money merely for the snke of spend-
ing it. In my opinion he is, if anything, over-
eautiouns.

Hon. P. Collier: It all depends. There has
not been too much cantion in some directions.
There hag been favouritsm in some direc-
tions,

Mr. TROY: T shall come to that. When re-
ferring to the Minister’s over-cautiousness, 1
speak from personal experience in regard to

proposals in my own constituency. Still,
there is time for him to act Yyet;
and T am cxercising that  patience

which is due to him and due from me. The
leader of the Opposition has stated that there
has been oceasional favouritism in regard to
the expenditure of this Vote. Whilst I shall
not bring that charge against the present
Minister, Jet me say that sneh a poliey would
be disastrons to himself in this House, as well
as injustice to the ecountry. I have more
than a suspicion that a previens Minister for
Mines, in the person of Mr. Gregory, was very
prone to that policy. In fact, there iz little
doubt about it. Anyone perusing the Fasti-
mates submitted during Mr, Gregory’s tenure
of the Mines portfolio, will find that 75 per
cent. of the funds appropriated to mining de-
velopment was spent in the Minister’s eclec-
torate—a policy undonbtedly wnfair and un-
just, and also discreditable for any Minister
to pnrsue. I do not suggest that our present
Minister for Mines would be responsible for
anch a policy; but if he was it wonld lead to
very strong eritieism in this Honse and to o
considerable amount of unpleasantness. 1
noticed a paragranh worthy of attention in
this afternoon’s ‘*Daily News,’' a paper
which is not to be altogether relied upon,
which is perhaps notoriously unreliable, but
which fo-day presents its readers with a refer-
ence worthy of note, namely that the British
Government are giving considerable attention
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to the stimulation of the gold mining indnstry.
I know that this matter has been given con-
siderable thought ever since the beginning of
the war, and if the British Government do
decide on the purchage of the whole of the
gold production of the British Empire, I hope
it will have the effect of giving a decided
impetus to the gold production of Western
Australia. The difficulty faeing the mining
industry in this State just now is that most
of the prospectors are out of the country. All
the young men who were engaged in the in-
dustry went to the war and, in addition, the
costs of production have hecomo excessive.
The industry therefore ia very much hampered.
Though the war is over there is not an im-
mediate prospect of normal conditions return-
ing at an early date. Until those conditions
come about no one can tell what will happen,
We may lay plans but until there is a settled
state of affairs obtaining in Europe, cur posi-
tion will not be satisfactory. If there is a
possibility of the British Government securing
the gold production, we may be able to enfer
uponn  sueh terms and conditions as will
give the industry greater encouragement, I
hope it will be 8o, because if the industry is
encouraged, there will be a great futnre for
the State. I would litke to say a few
words regarding the money which has
been provided for land settlement for
returned  soldiers. There is a som  of
£150,000 provided for the repurchase  of
estates and £220,000 for advances to soldiers
generally. T notice already quite a stir
in the Innd wmarket. A number of people
are offering their properties for sale to the
Government in the hope of getting what un-
doubledly will be more than a fair price for
them.

The Premier: That has been going on for
the past four years,

Mr. TROY: I was not aware of it.  That
is evidenee of the unsatisfactory state of that
particular industry. Xf people are doing well
there is no disposition to sell, but if they are
not doing well and they are burdened with debt
and are in difficulties, there is every desire to

“got out, and T know a number of people are
putting before the Govermment propositions
out of which they themsclves are not making
a living. Tf the (Government arve paying more
than what is a fair priee for those properties
from which the present holders canngt make 2
living, a returned soldier who may be without
experience cannot be expeeted to operate them
successfully.

The Colonial Treasurer: It hardly follows,
He may go in for intense eulture.

Mr. TROY: That could only apply to locali-
ties close to the metropolitan area since in-
tense culture means the production of vege-
tables and products largely perishable.

The Colonial Treasurer: In South Australia,
o long way from Adelaide, they produece all
kinds of thinga.

Mr. TROY: I do not think we will get many
goldiera who, having come back from an ad-
venturoug life, will settle down on the land
and be content to make a barc livelihood, I
hope the Government will not be influenced by
political agitations to induee them to pur-
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chase sand patches around the City. 'That
ean only end in failure and discontent. That
was the experience in conmection with one
piece of land which wus repurchased and on
which returned soldiers were placed. ‘I'hat
piece of land was stated in this House
to be a sound proposition, If I wuore
to be gunided by the experience of
settlers on repurchased estates and the suecess
they have made, 1 would urge the Government
not to repurchase any more estates. Take the
settlers at Bowes and Narra Tarra; they are
not satisfied, and have not done much good.
In many cases they have had previous experi-
ence, while in other cases they invested a Iot
of capital in their propositions. I am not alto-
gether in favour of repurchasing estates unless
they ean be bhought back at a moderate figure.
I am inclined to think that before an inevperi-
enced man learna all about a farm, buys ma-
¢binery, and pays rent and interest, he will be
faced with a diffieult proposition. I would
rather see returned soldiers settled on pastoral
areas with a few thousand sheep. We know
that a man in such a case wonld be able te
get a return in the first year, Everyone knows
that the people who are doing best on the land
are those who are going in for grazing. The
pastoral land is cheap land; the agrieultural
land is dear land. Any hon, member who has
had experience of pgrazing knows that with
500 sheep a soldier or settler could get a re-
turn in the first yecar.

The Colonial Treasurer:
a drought.

Mr, TROY: Even then he gets a return,

The Colonial Treasurer: We bought a sta-
tion, paid £50,000 for it, and lost nearly every
head of sheep in the first year.

Mr, TROY: I am not going to be influenced
againgt my own knowledge by pessimistie
ntterances of that character. In my opinion,
the pastoral lessees have not had a worse time
than the agriculturists. Begides, the pas-
toralists recover quicker because they have
cheap land. In my opinion, agricultural land
is too dear, The cheap land is the basis of
all snecess, Yf T can get 30,000 acres at £50
a year, and [ can run 3,000 sheep on that area
it is a safe proposition, and is much better
than a c.p. lease of 2,000 acres which will not
run 50 sheep in its natural state, and which
will cost me the same amount of money. The
cheap land is the bhasis of successful sebile-
ment in this eountry. Tf T had 50,000 acres
of pastoral land to-morrow I could get back-
ing the next day from o firm like Elder, Smith
& Co. for the purchase of sheep. Of course,
that would be if I were a man with a sound
repntation, but if I had five or six thou-
sand acres of agricultural land, I would
not be able to get any help. T am perfectly
satisfied, if we are going to give these
men all we promised them—and it has
heen urged that nothing is too good for
then—if we are going to give them a

Unless he strikes

- decent chance we¢ must giva them cheap land

where they can get a return in the first year
of settlement,  Considerable diseussion has
arisen regarding the freezing works at Tre-
mantle, and the question has been raited as to
who shall cenduet these works. Tm my opinion
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the people who build the works are the people
who should own them, and if the Government
lend £40,000, which it is proposed to do, the
Government should have some say in the ad-
minisiration of the conduvct of the works, The
member 10r North-East J'remantle, has ex-
pressed the opinion that the Ameriean meat
trust may get a grip of them. It is for the
Government to see that that does not happen.
[ think the Government should conirol the
works if only they can get the proper man for
the purpose, T hope that if the Gevernment
are to lend a large sum of money they will have
# say in the administration and will see that
the works are not operated for the bemefit of
any particular section of the community. T
can support the remarks of the member for
Geraldton in respect of the harbour works at
that port., The one thing that deprives Gerald-
ton of the trade of the country behind it ig the
want of harbour facilitics. In these days, when
shipping is very searce, it is too costly for
steamers to go to Geraldton for half a cargo,
and the onc thing that stands in the way of
developing that part of the ecountry is the
want of adequate harbour facilities, Given
those facilities, all that is due to Geraldton
will come. There is on the Estimates a sum
for the purchasing of sheep for farmers. I
support that whole-heartedly, because I know
that the farmer who proposes to make a living
out of wheat alone is doomed to bankruptey.
The only men doing any good to-day are those
who are growing sheep as well as wheat. I
am surprised that in this State, where a large
number of ¢ld scttlers have heen farming for
many years, and where those responsible for
land settlement must have had some experience,
such poor advice should have heen given to the
later settlers. The poliey has been to encourage
those men to grow wheaf, whereas the poliey
shonid have been to encourage them to stock
their land before growing wheat. This State
is badly off for expert advice. In the Eastern
States.

Mr. Hickmott: The same thing happened
there in the carly days.

Mr. TROY: Well, we should have profited
by their experience. However, I have no recol-
lection of its happening in the Easterr States,
because where T was reared the earlier settlers
ran stock before they grew crops or Wwent in
for dairying. It was & wrong policy to en-
courage settlers to put all their work into the
growing of wheat, and I am amazed that
there was not available sound advice for
the newer settlers. I uwnderstand that a large
number of the farmers in the eastern distriets
have not even fenced their properties.

The Colonial Treasurer: Therefore they are
not ready for sheep.

The Premier: No sheep will be purchased
for any man umless hiz land is fenced and
supplied with water.

Mr., TROY: I am merely contending that
the settlers have been advised on wrong lines.
Those who have been responsible for giving
that advice should have known better.

Mr. MALEY (Greenough) [10.20]: I wish
to sound a note of warning in regard to the
repurchasing of land for returned soldiers. We

1685

have had bitter experience of the repurchasing
of land at too high a figure. The Bowes estate
was purchased for £54,000, and by the time
it was subdivided and thrown open for selee-
tion its eost had been added to by another
£52,000, making the total value of the estate
£106,000, a price altogether oo high to allow
of the settlers making a living. When we re-
member that the interest charges alone on land
sclected at £1 per acre amount to lls, in the
pound, it is secn that wisdom will have to be
excrcised in the repurchasing of cstates, In the
Geraldton district we have succeeded in float-
ing a loeal eompany with a copital of £4,000
for the manufacture of butter and bacon, But
a new situation has rccently arisen, an onter-
prising private firm baving established a very
large bacon factory at Midland Junction, whieh
will have a tremendous influence on all the
small co-operative companies in the eastern dis-
triets, Possibly that iofluoence will reach as
far as Geraldton. An assurance has been given
to those small companies that the Government
will provide a subsidy for them. At this junc-
ture some word from the Treasurer in regard
to those subsidies would be both intercsting
and instroctive to those of vs who are endeav-
ourin to promote the formation of thosc com-
panies, I have in my electorate a little rail-
way project which is not represented on the
Estimates. T am sorry the member for Wil
liams-Narrogin is not here to advocate the
claims of certain railways in his clectorate
which do appear on the BEstimates,

Hon. P. Collier: Has your railway project
been authorised by Parliament?®

Mr. MALEY: No.

Hon, P. Gollier: Then it cannot be diseussed
on these Estimates.

Mr. MALEY: I am merely referring to it in
passing. I have listened to-night to the leader
of the Opposition and the member for Kan-
owna on the question of the Esperance rail-
way. Those hon. members have demanded to
know why that railway has not been procceded
with, This attitude does not appear to be con-
sistent with their argument that the first policy
of the Government should be to force into use
the unused lands along the oxisting railway
system. The Esperance railway has been de-
layed for reasons entirely beyond the conirot
of the Government. @ With both these hon.
members, I hope that in the future it will be
the policy of the Government to bring the
unused lands into use before committing the
country to a further extension of the railway
gsystem for land settlement.

Mr. CHESSON (Cue) [10.28]: I am pleased
to see on the Estimates an amount for the sct-
tlement of returned soldiers. I should like to
see an attempt made to settle the returned sol-
diers on our pastoral lands. From Pindar right
throngh to the Murchigson the land is  well
watered and, with the assistance the soldiers
will have from the repatriation fund, it would
be scarcely possible for them to make a fail-
ure. I know of many miners who, during the
last six or scven ycars, have takem up pas-
toral land and are making a succeas of it.
As pointed out by the member for Mt. Mag-
net, there is no trouble in getting assistance
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from the financial institutions for stocking
purposes on the part of those who are pre-
pared to take up pastoral leases, I think
that if the land was repurchased alongside
our railways, and cut up into small holdings,
not only would returned soldiers make a sue-
cess, but it would mean a considerable dif-
ferenee to the revenue of our railways. Up
a8 far as Meeokatharra the country is well
watered, and the holdings are practically all
big ones, T am pleased to sec there is an
amount of £50,000 on the Loan Estimates for
the purpose of assisting mining, I trust the
Minister will not ask the people who are en-
gaged in the development of this industiy to
justify the expenditure which has been made
from the commercial point of view; if so, I
am satisfied that nothing will be done for tho
mining industry. It is languishing for want
of assistance alrcady. A ‘matter of £9,000
was spent om the industry last year, and
there is a fair inerease provided for this year.
I think thiz amount will be the meauns of
opening up other mining towns in the State.
With regard to the amount set down for
State batteries, of £10,000, T say this is a
small amount, but judiciously spent would
probably  give ¢rushing  facilities for
some of the shows which are now in
gsore need of them. The Minister gave
us a promise in our district that a
State mill wonld be  erected. The
miners have carried out their compact, and I
find that the Mines Department have made
cvery preparation for the crection of the
battery. Al that we require is that the Min-
ister shall give his authority for the starting
of the work. 1 fcel sure the miners will play
their part, and I believe the battery will be
the means of reviving the Cee and Day
Dawn fields. The Minigter also promised ns-
sistance to the owners of the Big Bell minc.
This is one of the bipgest propositions in the
State. T believe that the £300 may possibly
prove sufficient to show that there is enough
water in the present basin from which sup-
plics are drawn. Any money which is lent
on this property wiil be repaid from a per-
centage of the gold that is won, This is a
proposition the State could well baek up.
There is no risk about it, and every ton of
pre that is treated pays. I think this mine
could manage a very hig plant if sufficient
water was fortheoming. The greater de-
velopment of this mine would give a big
impetus to the induatry in the Cue district.
T trust that the money that has been pro-
migsed will soon be forthcoming. T have had
letters from different people who have been
prospecting previously in  the Murchison,
gaying that immediately 2 start is made with
the foundations of the mill they are prepared
to go hack te the Murchison and develop
those showa which were previously opened up
by them.

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. J.
Gardiner—Irwin—in reply) [10.36]: I thank
hon. members for the kindly manner in which
they have treated these Loan Estimates.
They supply an opportunity for memhers to
advocate the claims of their districts, which
gives us a broader view of some of the sub-
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jeets intimately connpected with these Loan
Estimates. The member for Northam ssid
it was a pity I did not bring in the Loan Bill
before the Loan LEstimates. If the Commit-
tee did not pass some of the items on the
Loan Estimates it would not be worth while
bringing-forwafd the Loan Bill, If they did
pass them the Loan Bill would come on as
a matter of course, and that ia why I put
the Loan Bill afterwards. The hon. member
also said, *‘Get money.’’ It is all very well
to say that. Prudence says, ‘“Do not buy
money.’’ That is what we may be doing at
the present juncture if we are not careful. T
have bought money before to-day, and do
not want to put the State in that position.
The member for North-East Fremantle re-
ferred to two subjects, one being the jam
factory. I think there are sufficient asscts
now left to pay the Govermment in full.
There is just a tendency, which he noticed,
to say ‘‘Pay everyonc ¢lse and leave the
Government alore; they will not press you;
they dare not do so, so long as we have the
influence of members of Parliament, who say
that if the Government do not keep this
going it will he a bad thing for the State.’’
In that instance it was 2 shocking piece of
commercial immorality, We will recover the
money if we can, When the State does show
its inclination to help these industries it
ought not to bring such a resnlt as that. One
would think that the directors would say,
‘“We are not only playing with our own
money, hut with the money of the people of
the State.’” 8o far as the question raised
by the member for Greenough is coneerncd,
up to now we have not lent any money,
except to the Banbury . hutter factory,
te any hacon or butter factory, We have to
recognise what the member for Pingelly said,
that if we are going to establish bacon fae-
tories we cannot do so in every distriet. T have
made it clear that we are prepared to advance
pound for pound, but that they have to put
their money up first of all. They also have to
convinee us that they have sufficient capital to
earry on with, and that they have the neces-
sary supplies. If they do not do this we would
have all these faetories on our hands. It is the
overhead charges that have to be regulated,
They can only be regulated by the company
operating to the full the particular undertak-
ing. There has been a great deal of eriticism
abont the £160,000. It shows how diffienlt a
problem it is to deal with the settlement of
our soldiers, Tt is easy to say, as the member
for Kanowna has said, that he wants us to
settle soldiers on the Esperance lands. If we
tell them to go there they would not go, We
have to o great extent to be gmided by the
dosire of thoe soldier himself, It is idle to say
to the soldier, ‘¢You mugt take virgin ecoun-
try,”” hecause members would say, ‘‘How
brutally you nre treating the soldiers.’’ T
took a great deal of interest in the soldiers
going to the Front, and I take a great interest
in them when they come back. I agree with
the leader of the Opposition on this point. I
have said to the Lands Department officers,
“4Tf you mako any mistakes in buying now
you have no right to do so. If you do, the
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House will sit on you and someone will have
to anawer for it.”’ I am providing this money
because the House says we must have this
money, and as I see districts that are suitable,
I am providing the money. 1 told the Lands
Department oflicers that if they buy at an ad-
vanced or a high price there will be trouble,
Too many people want to-sell their land to
the soldier because they say they are pafriotic.
T thank the leader of the Opposition for tak-
ing me into a higher realm of finance in re-
ferring to the general outlook of the financial
position. TIle said that if the Commonwealth
eould afferd to raise 80 millions, as they might
have had te do for another year or two for
war purposes, they could afford to take up
such a stand as wounld enable thom to raise
money for purposes of productiveness. The
hon. member may not have known how close
he was to the resolutions of the Paris confer-
ence in that direection. The Paris conference
has said, ‘*We will lend the money for the de-
velopment of those countries which have the
raw material.’’ They will lend it to a cen-
¢ral body—such as the Commonwealth would
be—which will re-lend it to the States, and
the Btates will then bhe in a position to get
the keenast men in every one of the parti-
cular branches that want development, and
lend the money, not always giving the best
seeurity but cccasionally taking a risk. They
argued that if we could afford to pay five
millions a day for devastation, we conld
afford to pay five millions a day for some
montha longer in order to reconstruct. The
Commonwealth expenditure now must go
down; consequontly its  taxation, too,
must <¢ome down. They were contem-
plating  that they would have to
rais¢ 80 millions, and the  probability
is that they may have to raise 80
millions in addition. Knowing that the money
is in Australia, and knowing that there will
not be a proportion of that money going out
of Australias, which has gone out so far as
loans which have been raised are eoncerned,
we think there ought to be no diffi-
culty in raising sufficient money in
Australia to develop Australia,. T agree
with the Jeader of the Opposition
and  disagree with the member for
Northam, I say, ‘‘If youn raise your loans,
what happens’’? Say that we take up =o
much loan moncy. We put the money hack
into the bank again, and it goes into circula-
tion. We do not alter its trend worth talk-
ing about, The reason for Britain’s finaneial
strength to-day is that Britain owns her own
national debt. Whatever she has to pay in
respect of her huge borrowings, she pays to
her own people, and it continues in cireula-
tion among her own people.

Hon. P. Collicr: Who owns our railways to-
day? The British bondbolder; not we.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: For argu-
ment’s sake, if the boonds representing the
capital expenditure on our railway system
had been floated here, the people of Western

Australin. would own the Wastern Austra-
lian railway system.« To.day the British
bondhelder owns the entire system apart

from the sinking fund. My task is now done,
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Hon. P. Collicr: We shall be pretty hot o
some of your colleagues.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: As re
gards the items, my collecagues ¢an get on th
grill, where hon. members will be able to ex
tract the fullest information from them. -

General debate concluded: votes and item
discussed as follow:—

Vote—Departmental, £29,257—agrecd to.

Vote—Railways  and Tramways, ete
£203,627:

Item—Rolling stock, Railways, £54,200.

Hou. P. COLLIER: Last year thia iten
stood at £36,269; this year the amount i
£54,200. Can the Minister give any ex
planation, in connection with this large in
erease, a8 to the rolling stock to be built thi
year? Is it passenger or goods volling stoek
and is it going to be built departmentally o
by contract, or portion by each method¥

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: The
bulk of the item is for work already in hand
consisting of 12 corridor cars and two dining
cars, It is also for misccllaneous improve
ments to existing stock. The additiona
rolling stoek is absolutely required to meet
the demands on the 7rolling  stock
The  question as to building  de
purtmentally o by  contranet, T  take
it refers to the new works and net to thos
already let, So far as material is obtainable
the new wark will be done at the workshops
If the material is not obtainable, we ghal
have to consider the advisableness of letting if
out by contract. So far, no arrangement ha
been made.

Won, P. COLLIER: If it were earliar ir
the evening I should occupy the attention of
the Committee for a while in dealing with the
question of rolling stock, The officers of the
Railway Department who are responsible for
designing and eonstructing our rolling stock
geem to have learnt nothing and forgotten
nothing since the first railway carriage was
built in this State. Tt would pay the Depart
ment to send an officer over to the Tastern
States, if nowhere elge, just to learn the im
provements which have been effected in the
gystem of building up te date passenver roll
ing stoek. Or our railway officers might use
fully spend ar hour or two on the Kalgaorlic
railway station inspeeting the Transeontinen
tal corridor carriages. Hundreds of pounds of
Western Australian public funds are absol
utely wasted in the construction of onr new
cars. All the orpamental fiddling little fit
tings which mean much expense are continued
in our eystem of construction to-day, just like
years ago. whereas the latest designs in the
Eastern States have abandoned all that fret.
work and friezework which is 80 expensiw
and is only a harbour for duet and germs, In
the Transcontinental and Eastern Statos roll-
ing stock one sees amooth boards, smootl
woodwork, both inside and out, which ar
official can clean in about five minutes, ané
clean thoroughly, too. On the other hand,
our compartments, being fitted with ornamen
tal work like that over the Bveaker’s chair,
which ornamental works nobody wants on a
railway earringe, are most difieult to elean
AJl the little defects which one noticed yeare
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ago in travelling up and down the goldfields
line are there to-day on our railway cars still.
It is indicative of the faet that the officers
confrolling this branch of railway work are
out of date and should be sent somewhere
elsc to learn that the world has moved during
the past 20 years,

Item, Surveys new lines, £1,000.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: To what lines does
this referd

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This is
merely a general item, There is nothing
special in view at the present time, but it is
desirable to have an item, .

Hon, J. Mitchell: My only idea is that the
item is too small

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Plenty of
lines have been anthorised for survey, but it
hias not been considered wise to proceed with
the surveys, seeing that we have 300 miles
of railway authorised which we are not likely
to be able to eonstruct for some time. The
item of £1,000 is placed on the FEstimates
in order that for any special surveys that
may come along we shall have money awvail-
able, This State has lost hundreds of thons-
anda of pounds in the construetion of its rail-
ways through inefficient survevs. From the
same cause, the management of the railway
system ig doomed for all time to bear excns.
sive charges for hauling,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I hope that on the
next Loan Estimates there will be a larger
vote, in order that the railways needed may be
surveyed well ahead of construction. The
surveys cost very little, and it is very neces-
sary that lines should be surveyed well ahead

Item, Tramways, Perth Eleetric, £25,757.

. Hon. P. COLLIER: How mueh of this
item ia to e cxpended for rolling stock for
our tramwaygf

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Ten
small tramears will be built, involving a cost
of £10,000.

Hon. P. Collier: This financial year$

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: It de-
pends on the supply of material,. We have
given orders for the material, but it may not
be available just at the time it is wanted.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Do you know the
design of the cars? Are they the open de-
sign, anch as the smoking carsy

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: I am
not surg of the design.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: One cannot beat the
Fremantle and Adelaide type of cars.

The MINISTER TOR RATLWAYS: The
balance of the expenditure is for the extension
of the carbarn, in order to protect the cars
themselves, *

Hon. J. Mitchell: That ia very necescary.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Under
present conditions, many cars have to be left
in tho oven, which adds to the expense of np-
kecp, and causes deterioration owing to ex-
posure to the weather.

Hoen, P. COLLIER: I suppose we shall have
to be satisfied with an additional 10 ears,
which number s certainly required three or
four times over.

The Minister for Railways: We have not
the housing available.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, P. COLLIER: The housing is & small
matter. No matter where the money is to
come from, the people of the metropolitan
distriet ought not to be asked to submit to the
disgraceful necommodation that is provided
for them at present in the trams. Some of
the railway officiala do not care twopence if
the people are ecrammed in a fashion which
would bring a prosecution from the Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, if
it were applied to cattle, pigs, or sheep, The
war is over now, and there will be any amount
of shipping space. If another year goes
by and the position is not improved, I
shgll say that the auvthorities controlling
the tramway system have no conception of
their obligation to the travelling publie. In-
deed, they do not seem to know and they do
not seem to ecare.

Hon. J. Mitchell:
proved.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the hon. member
travelied on the line on which I travel and
saw the way the public are treated at the busy
hours of the morning and evening, he would
not say that.

The Minister for Railways: That is largely
due to the shortage of rolling stock.

Hon, P. COLLIER: True; but the railway
authorities are willing to allow that condition
of things to obtain.

Hon. J. Mitchell: The tramways now run
thousands of miles more than ever they did
before.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I know that. It ia five
vears ago sinee the Railway Department took
over the trams. The travelling public have
becn inereasing all the time, and the system
has cxtended, and naturally additional mile-
age is being run. We do not find that condi-
tion of things in I'remantle. The whole ser-
vice there is infinitely better than that of
Perth, If the tramway system controlled by a
board can give satisfactory services, why is it
we cannot do the same with all our superin-
tondents and Commissioners? With regard to
the 10 rars which were built during the time
I was Minister for Raillways——

The Minister for Works: It is a pity you
did not make it 20.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T had no idea what
those cars were like until they were placed
on the track, The man who was responsible
for designing them should never be allowed
to look upon any work in connection with
ear construction again. Those cars are the
most disgraceful thing in the way of cars ever
scen. I shonld not be surprised, however, to
find that the 10 new cars are of a similar
design. If thev are, I will move that they be
taken to the Tsplanade and burnt.

Mr. TROY: I nlso want to exrress my dis-
satisfaction with the tramway service, Alwavs
at a time when people arec coming into town
in great numbers, we find that there is a
geargity of ears, while along the Hav.-street
line it i3 a frenwent occurrence to notice three
or four cars fo'lowing each other anA nearly
all emntv. Tt often haprens also that during
the bmsv periods of the day ona has to wait
10 minntes or longer for a car, The system
seems to be running itself,

The service i3 much im-
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Ttem, Electric Power Station, East Perth,
£33,700,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I notice that last
yoar & sum of £53,000 was spent. These works
are not paying at the present time. There is no
necessity for extension, because the works can
supply the whole of the electricity that is re-
quired without the need for increasing the
capital year after year. If we go on doing
this, it will be a long time before they become
a paying proposition,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The amount provided is £33,700. Ot
that sum £30,000 is made up of works
on land. Xt was found owing to
the war that the material required was not
obtainable and not ready for delivery, and it
will probably arrive during the coming year.
That will absorb £30,700, ~There is provision
for £3,000 for exteusions for new business.
It is pointed out *that the undertaking will
show o profit at the end of the financial year.

Vote put and passed.

. Vote—FHarbours and Rivers, £03,950—agreed
0.
Vote—Water and Sewerage, £03,970:

Ttem, Water supply for towns generally,
£20,000.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Will the Minister ¢xplain
what it is propesed to do in conneetion with
the Geraldton water supply? The vote is
£20,000, and, so far as the Geraldton works
are concerned, they will coat considerably more
than that in themselves, :

The MINISTER TOR WOREKS: The
seheme has been an unfortunate affair and
Geraldton has suffered. The intention of the
Government is to try to meet the matter fairly.
I hope I shall be able to earry out what I
have stated. The Engineer-in-Chief visited the
locality with Mr. Oldham a fortnight ago, and
I hope some time in January that I, too, will
be able to have a look at the place. I am quite
determined that even if it costs more than the
Esgtimate, there is not going to be the same
fiagro as before.

Hon. P. Collier: But you have the same
responsible officers.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I hope to
‘be able to authorise the work to be started.
‘We are spending between £5,000 and £7,000
by the end of next Jume, and we shall prob-
ably be able to place orders for some of the
material, but we will not require to get deliv-
ery until after June.

Mr. TROY: I wonld like an expression of
opinion from the Minister in regard to the
water rates at Geraldton. Ts it the intention
of the department to still ingist on a rate when
a sunply is not provided$

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: The Gerald-
ton people will have to continue to pav a rate
until the scheme comes along. The Minister
can then denl with the matter fairly and try
to make up for some of the injustices the
people have had to suffer,

Hon. P. COLLTER: This is a matier upon
which the Engineering Department will decide,
and it has to be borne in wind that the
engineers in the department to-day will be
<called vpon to advise the Minister. They are
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the same engineers who were responsible for
the attempt to establish the works a few years
ago.

“The Minister for Works: That is not so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is so.

Ttem, Boring for water on stock routes,
£5,000,

Mr. CHESSON: I should like to know
whether this is to open wp stock routes from
the North-West to the Murchison. It is neces-
sary that money should be spent on those
routes.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This money
is required for improvements on the Mullewa-
Minginew, Yinadong to Eel Creek, Gascoyne
River, and other works, as may be required.

Mr. TROY: I am glad that provision has
been made for this. I also hope that provision
will be made for sinking wells in localities
where new pastoral areas are being opened up.

Item, Metropolitan water supply, £38,570.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There is a big increase
here. Will the Minister explain it?#

The MINISTER FOR WORES®: We are
still following the policy of putting down large
mains, Pipes have been ordered from Messra.
Monteath Bros. They are shifting plant frem
Victoria to this State, because I wanted to get
all possible work done in Western Anstralia,
and I told them that unless they made the
pipes here I would put in a plant and have
the pipes made at the State Implement Works.
Wa are putting in bigger mains beeause it is
cheaper to do it that way than to put in a
small main and have to relay it again in a
few years. The last bore put down has been
unexpectedly successful, and consequently we
shall be well off for water for some years to
come,

Ttem, Goldfields water supply, £1,200.

Mr. HARRISON: There is & number of
gnaranteed oxtensions,  The amount involved
has to be repaid in ten years, and I understand
the department are now bringing the men eon-
eerned in those extenmsions under an entirely
different scheme, providing for higher rates
than those originally fized.

The MINISTER FOE WORES: I must
confess I do not know exactly what the £1,200
is for, but I have made a note of it, I can
assure the hon, member that it will be pro-
perly dealt with.

Ttem, Water supply in agricultural districts
(including drainage and irrigation), £25,000.

Mr. HARRISON: The remarks I made on
the preceding item might be applied to this
item as well, which covers those extcnsions in
agricoltural districts. Bome of the farmers
along the line have been very badly treated in
this respeet.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The supply
of water to the agricultural extensions has
been all right, but the supply of money in re-
turn bas been quite unsatisfactory. I suppose
we could sell up some of those people. Some
of them deserve to be sold up. Some of them
could well pay, but have no intention of pay-
ing. In regard to the guaranteed services,
there have been one or two dropped in during
the last 12 months, and the question of how to
deal with them is now under consideration.
Great sing-song has heen made about the price
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we charge the farmers, but I bold the view that
if a man enters into an undertaking and, after
the money has been spent by the Government,
tries to get out of that undertaking, he is a
rogue.

Mr, HARRISON: I resent what the Minister
has said. I am speaking of farmers who bave
paid, notwithstanding which they have been
brought under a different scheme altogether,
The farmers that paid are charged a higher
rate than was agreed upon. Is it fair, after
they have paid a pro rata rate for their exten-
gion, that the excess water should be charged
for at the same ratef

Mr, PICKERING: I notice there is an
amount here for drains in the South-West. If
satisfactory arrangements can he fixed up
with the settlers, will an amount be set apart
for snagging the Abba and Sabina rivers as
part of the Ludlow drainage scheme?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The main
portion of this amount is dealing with drain-
age which is to be done at the Harvey, required
by the Lands Department in connection with
the repatriation scheme for returned soldiers,
Also, there is a sum for works at Brunswick,
required in the same way. In respect to the
question referred to by the hon. member, it
will be ¢onsidered.

Vote put and passed,

Vote—Development of goldfields and min-
eral resources, £60,000:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am glad
to be able to announce that the promise I made
on the last Loan Estimates that the amount
provided this year would be inereased, has been
fulfilled. Mining has been seriously retarded
during the war period, but we hope that now
the war is over there will be & revival of in-
tereat in the industry. Every application for
assistance which has come before me has been
sympathetically dealt with, Apart from the
usnal avenues of assistance to be granted
under the Mines Development Act, I propose
first of all to consider the requirements of the
returned soldiers, and to assist them in the
way that has been done during the past year
in providing prospecting outfits, and further
to help them in taking up abandoned pro-
portiea.

Mr. Lambert: Are you going to remind the
Commonwealth Government of their obliga-
tion?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have done
8o, but up to the present they have not re-
decmed their obligation to make provision ‘for
getting these men back into their avocation.
The next proposal, apart from the assistance to
soldicrs, i3 in relation to boring. We have de-
cided to spend some money in boring for ceal
in the Trwin River district, and the work will
be proceeded with at once.  Applications are
under consideration for assistance to Westonia,
Coolgardie and Greenbushes. One has been
determined upon, and the others are the subject
of investigation, The question of whether any-
thing further is to be done will depend upon
the terms offered and the reports received. In
regard to assistance by nroviding crushing
plants, it has been decided to establish a bat-
tery at Cue. The plant has been partly pur-

.
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chased, and will be erected at an early date.
At Warriedar we propose to establish a plant,
but we have been handicapped by the fact that
the mines there are tied up under options, The
Coolgardie plant is under way, and the ex-
penditure has been autherised. In relation to
assistance to mining, the department does not
get all the plums; if there iy a good proposi-
tion it is usually taken up by somebody else.
However, I have under way the re-organisation.
of the department, so that special attention will
be devoted to this branch of the industry,

Mr.- PICKEERING: I should like to know
whether anything is to be done in regard to
prospecting for oil?

The Minister for Mines: It is not proposed
fo expend any moncy in that direction during-
the present financial year.

Mr. HARRISON: The Minister said that
certain boring was under copsideration at West-
onia. If the moncy was spent in boring in
that formation the chances are that other-
bodies of ore would be brought to light there.
I hope that if the Minister gets a favourable-
report from his officers ag to the boring, he
will put men on who will handle the job pro-
perly,

Hon. P. COLLIER: This is the first time for
many years that the department has launched
out in any considerable expenditure eompared
with what has been the case in other years.
The amount is a2 mere nothing in comparison
with the items which are seattcred all over the
Estimates in connection with the agrieultural
and other industries. 1 hope the Minister will
exercise great care in the allocation of this
money. If nothing results from the expendi-
ture there might be a cty for its reduction
next year or in future years

The Minister for Mines: It involves great re-
sponsibilities.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It proposes some ex-
penditure in connection with returned soldiers.
that will involve only a small amount, I under-
stand that the department arc not going be-
yond the provision of turn-outs.

The Minister for Mines: We might have to
go beyond that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Commonwealth
will be finding the money. There will be a
comparatively small sum to find for the next
six months cut of this expenditure of £50,000,

The Minister for Mines: I hope it will be:
considerable.

Hon, P. COLLIER: It will nuc amount to
very much, There are not very many returned
soldiers who would go out prospecting, and the
amount will only ran into a few thousand
pounds. With regard to the question of boring,.
that will not absorb very much, and the work
can he done at about 103, a footf.

My, Duff: From 10s, to 16s a foot.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The boring that will be
done between now and the end of June will not
involve very much money. T warn the Minister
against the indiseriminate granting of large
sumg of money of two or three thousand pounds
here and there, according to the pressure that
may be bronght to bear to secure that money.
The memher for Mount Magnet said he hoped
that the Minister would not puraue the policy
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adopted by a former Minister for Mines. I,
0o, hope there will be no political considern-
tion in the allocation of this money. The total
expenditure for last year ended June 30th, un-
der the Mines Development Act, was £6,745.
There are quite a number of names here that
T do not know, but pieking out those that I do
know, I find that £2486 was expended in the
Minister’s own locality, and this is about 35
per ecent. of the total expenditure, I do not
argue that the money should be expended ac-
cording to the boundaries of the constituencies,

The Minjster for Mines: It depends on the
‘applications that are made.

Hon, P. COLLIER: One district may have
claimsg three times more pressing than another
district. I hkave in mind the expenditure in the
Ravensthorpe distriet about which I asked a
question last weck, which involved a sum of
£500 in connection with the Flag mine. I do
not know whether that expenditure ean be jus-
tified. I believe it is still going on,

The Minister for Mines: That is wrong. I
know your informant.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have no informant,
and have not received any communication from
the Phillips River distriet. I saw by the return
that the advanee was going en month by month,
but now that it has ceased, what will be the
result of the expepdituref

The Minister for Mines:
£3,080,

Hon. P. COLLTER: The money will never
‘be recovered because there is nothing from
which to recover it. T have viewed this item
with suspicion as to its justification. The
advance wns not warranted in the fiist case,
and would not have been granted but for
political pressure of some kind. Having been
started it was continzed month hy month un-
-til £3,500 had been paid to a mine into which
one man had put £10,000 & few years ago and
lost the lot. I hope the department will exer-
-eige better judgment and wiser disecrction in
the disiribution of thie £50,000 than they did
in the case of the Flag mins at Ravensthorpe.
1 hope the resuit of the expenditure of this
£50,000 will be productive of some good to the
industry.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I agree
with the hon. member that there is necessity
for close serutiny over the expenditure of this
money. I have already outlined the re-organ-
isation of the department, su that the State
Mining Engineer and a member of the Geologi-
cal Department may devole their united efforts
to finding out the best methods of allocating
‘this money. The hon. member’s fear that the
advances were rtill being made, has been re-
moved, becanse no money has been spent there
gince last May. The money which was speat
there was alloeated on the advice of the State
Mining Engineer and the manager of the
smelter. Tt was difficult to find proper fluxing
ore in the Ravensthorpe area so as to bring
down the cost of smelting, My predecessor de-
cided it would be as well to venturs npon the
unwatering and development of this mine, with
the view of discovering a chute of ore which

It is a total of
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was believed to exist, If we had been success-
ful the effect would have heen to reduce the
cost of smelting and a general advantage to
the district would have followed. It wag found
that the money originally allotted for this
purpose was not sufficient, and further money
was advanced for the purpose of completing
the work., The result has not been as satisfac-
tory as was expected, but nevertheless it
has not been a failure, The ore that is now
being won is of the value of £4 to £5 a ton,
but it is not sufficiently available under the
present costs of treatment at the smelter. The
mine, however, has to be developed further
and, if the results are safisfactory, it will he
better for the whole distriet.

Hon. P. Collier: Has it torned out a failurel

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The expee-
tations have not been realised. We got ore
but it was not of sufficient value to ta¥e as
fluxing ore.

Mr, MUNSIE: With the leader of the Op-
position I trust that the £30,000 will be wisely
spent. While I realise that there is a different
method being adopted in regard to the ad-
vanees which are being made, I trost also that
too mueh red tape will not make its appear-
ance. The leader of the Opposition remarked
that if the expenditure of this money did
not show something definite, an outery might
be raised for the cutting out or the reduction
of the Vote next year., That probably will
happen, but if we can be guided by exper-
ience in other industries, we eav safely say
that if the £50,000 fails to brieg anything to
Yight, it will be an incentive to put on the
Lstimates next year £60,000. We shall thus
be merely doing what has been done in the
past in comnection with the agrieultural in-
Qustry. Tor every pound that has heen spent

by the Government on mining in West-
ern  Australia, at least £100 has been
spent on the development of agriculture.

The Minister has explained that a good deal
of this money is to be expended in assistance
to returned soldiers in prospecting parties.
Not very much can be spent in that direction
hefore next June. If the State had ineurred
the whole of the expenditure that has been
incurred by the State and the Federal Gov-
ernment in the equinment of prospecting par-
ties of returned soldiers, the State wonld have
expended only ahout one-sixth of this £50,000.

The Minister for Mines: You do not object
to the expenditure?

Mr. MUNSIE: No, but there seems o be an
idea abroad that to encourage prosperting one
has to send the prospectors out inte the most
remote country. T want the Minister o assist
people to develop some better known districts,
where fairly good gold has been previously dis-
covered.

The Minister for Mines: There is no doubt
of the wisdom of that.

Mr. MUNSTE: If the Minister rcceives re-
quests for assistanee for parties in known
areas, I hope he will deal sympathetically with
them.

Mr. FOLEY: When we hear members say
they believe in some =et system of helping min-
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ing, it is proof that those members do not
understand the question, I am glad the amount
for the development of mining has been in-
creased, but L am sorry that it should have been
necessary. 1f we are going to spend lean
moneys on the development of our mineral re-
pources, we must get at least two men in the
Mines Department whom we have not there at
present. The man who ean best show us how
to develop mining is the mining chemist, We
have in the member for Coolgardic one with
some knowledge of mining chemistry.

Mr. Smith: Is not a little knowledge a dan-
gerous thing?

[Hon. G. Taylor took the Chair.]

Mr. FOLEY: Not if a man makes gooed use
of that little knowledge. In addition to a
chemist, we require a general advisory officer,
if we are to make a snccess of mining, Some-
thing has been said of the development of the
Flag minc at Raveusthorpe, 1 do net know
much about the position of that mine. A little
while ago the Lancefield mine wns assisted by

tho Government, with the result that the
mine ig proving one of the bright
spots of the industry in this Btate.  Had

not the money been given when it was, Lance-
field would be a thing of the past to-day. It
would not have mattered so much for Lance-
field itself, but if it turns out that the ores at
other centres can be treated in the same way
us the Lancefield ore, then that expenditure
of £4,000 by the State could not have resulted
more advantageously. If the same thing hap-
pens at the Flag mine, Ravengshorpe

Ion. . Collier: But the Flag mine was a
very shaky proposition from the commencement.

Mr, FOLEY: Men who had spent a great
deal of money upon mining in this State held
very diverse opinions regarding the Lance-
field mine. If the Flag mine, with all its
faulte, comes to light again, we shall bless the
day for Western Australin,

Hon. P. Collier: The Flag mine is shut down
again.

Mr. FOLEY: That may be only temporarv.
Another matter I wish to refer to is the mode
of assisting returned soldiers who wish to go
out prospecting. Let me say first that if an
application comes to me for mining develop-
ment assistance, I satisfy myself, even if only
from a casual view, that there is something in
the application before I place it before the
Minigter. I consider that is the duty of every
mining member. Personally I have never sup-
ported an application for assistance to mining
since T have been a member of this Chamber that
I would not honestly have put forward if some-
one else had been providing the money for my-
gelf. So far I have never had a miss in
regard to any show I have backed up.
I remember going to the Mines Denariment
with some money that the department had lent
partly on my recommendation. At the time
the assistance was granted the Minister for
Mines snid it was a blue duck. However, the
£300 lent ¢ame to light again. The members
of this Chamber can help any Government,
and ean hielp this State to a greater extent, if
they do not use their political influence to get
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money from the Treasurer when there is no
geouing chanee of its return. If a member re-
presents a inining constitveney, he can go
down for himself and inspect the mine in re-
spect of which he is requested to apply for as-
sistance. ' With regard to the returned soldier
miners, my opinion is that the sooner the State
gets complete control of the repatriation of
miners the better will it be.

Hon. P. Collier;: Yes., Miners especially.
The people in the East know nothing about
miners.

The Minister for Mines:
Garner on the board.

Mr. FOLEY: Some men in this State run-
ning the repatriation work for the XFederal
Government know nothing of mining.,

Hon. P. Coliier: They have stopped Com--
monwealth assistance to mining,

Mr, FOLEY: Yes, T am coming to that.
There is a Mr, Black, known by all mining
men to be 2 elever and praectical miner and a
good friend to Western Australian miring.
Any member here would place great reliance
on Mr. Rlack’s opinion. The Federal Govern-
ment allocate a swun of £5,000 te helping pros-
peeting, and consider that they have done 2
grand thing. But Western Australia on these
and other FEstimates has provided much more
liberal assistanee for the payment of turn-outs
far prospeetors. Now the Federal £5,000 has
been ent ont, and the IFederal authorities say
they will give no more until some genuine
scheme ig put forward, or until something is
gubmitted that will be more payable than past
projects. Here is o matter within my own
knowledge. Four men have put in for susten-
aiee money in order that they may go out
prospectine, Every one of those men T have
personal knowledge of, and I know that if
they went out to prospeet either collectively
or on their own they eould do as well in pros-
pecting as any other man. There is another
class of men who go to the repatriation
board, and get an amount sufficient to make
un their weekly allowance to two guineas, with
their pension. A man receiving 10s. a week
pension would receive 30s. per week from the
repatriation hoard, The four men to whom X
have alluded want a certain amount to pay
their tnslke- bill while they are out prospect-
ing. Bnt they cannot get that amount. The
repatriation hoard told them that the money
for prospecting is cut out. Yet the board go
on paying ocut of the coffers of the Common-
wealth Treasury sustenance money to make
up thr meama of these men to two guineas
per week, and this apparently with no other
objeet than that of having the men walking
abont the streets of Perth as they are doing-
to-day. Those men say, ‘‘Just give us about
258, a weck to Hve on, and we can go out with
another man prospecting.’’ That other man
has been assisted. not by the Federal Govern-
ment but by the State Mines Department, the
officers of which considered that he had a good
line. If the State takes hold of nrosoccting,
a larger amount will need to be placed on our
Bstimates for the development of mining. But
we will make more use from a State point of
view of the £50,000  than the Commonwealth
Gave rment’s administration woun'd  achieve
with £200,000, I believe every member of this

But there is Mr.
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Chamber and every member of a State Parlia-
ment throughout Australia who has the in-
terests of mining at heart, should cousider thig
question. It i3 absolutely a non-party ques-
tion. The hand of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment should be foreed to allow the States to
legislate and administer for their own dom-
estic responsibilities in this respeet, and the
Commonwealth should give them the necessary
money to do it. In that way better reults will
be attained. By the placing of the £50,000
on these Estimates this State will be doing a
great deal of work that the Commonwealth
should do, that the Commonwealth promised
these men would be done. If it is not dene,
the word of the Commonwealth, given on be-
half of Australia to these men before they
went to the Front, will be broken. Let us
take this and every other opportunity of ham-
mering away at the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, and eventually we may be able to knock
some sense into the men handling the matter,
and secure for mining in this State something
that we are not getting at present. Every
member should assist every otber member to
keep the hammer going until something is done.
I say that they are not separating the unem-
ployed from the unemployable in the case of
our returned soldiers, and this is the first thing
to be done. It is the solution of the difficulty
throughout the repatriation of our soldiers.

Mr. LAMBERT: I believe that every mndm-
ber representing a mining constituency feels
obliged to assist the Minigter and the Mines
Department in the wise expenditure of this
increased vote. It is pleasing to learn that
the' Minister has decided upon a certain
scheme which carries a considerable am-
ount of merit. The only way to expend
money on auriferous areas to the best
advantage is to first consult the geologi-
cal heads who are competent to advise, in
collaboration with officers in other branches of
mining knowledge and science. These officers
can. give the Minister some direction as to how
‘this money should be expended. There will
have been many friendly suggestions put for-
ward by members that should be of consider-
able interest to the Minister, and of consid-
erable value to him, The obligation of the
Commonwealth Government in assisting mining
bas been touched upon. I hope the Minister
realizes that he has to take a firm stand in
dealing with that Government. They have
granted a paltry som of money to assist re-
turned soldiers in this State.

The Minister for Mines: The particular task
with me will be in regard to base metals,

Mr. LAMBERT: If the task is as base as
the assistance the Federal Government are pre-
pared to give these men, whom they called
upon to fight in other lands, it does not say
very much for them. It is an obligation dne
to the mining industry, that if it is possible to
assist the men back to the auriferous areas of
the State, the Commonwealth should tackle it.
I believe we have finer and more varied aurif-
erous arcas in Western Australia than are to
bo found in any other portion of the world,
Are we as a State, with the greatest auriferous
areas known, going to stand idly by and be
blind to the fact that the Commonwealth Gov-
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ernment will not realise their obligations to
settle those men, whom they were so anxious
to send to a distant land away from their or-
dinary avocations. If the Commonwealth will
not provide the money the Minister will be
well advised to ignore them, Me must show to
the people of Australia that as far as his vote
is coneerned it is the vote of the State of
Western Australia,

The CHAIRMAN: That question is not
upder consideration. I only allowed the hon,
member to go on as he was giving an illustra-
tien of what he meant.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is an illustration
of the policy of the Minister for Mines,
The Minister referred to the £5,000 grant
by the Commonwealth Government, and
incidentally to the fact that they had
quite forgotten to pgive us any more
assistance in this direetion. The Government
should open up our auriferous areas. A good
deal of assistance can be rendered by trying
to direet the ordinary man out of his dungeon
of ignorance. This dungeon of ignorance has
been responsible for the present indcbtednesa
of the Btate in the agrieultural and other in-
dustries. If scientific methods are adopted,
good results will follow, We admittedly have
a highly scientific staff in the geological office,
and they are prepared to assist to get the out-
side public to realise the commercial impert-
ance of the industry, "We have a department
which is choek full of information, but this is
unknown to the outside world, and while that
position remains no good will result. If the
commerecial world were made to realise the irm-
portance and valoe of the minerals we possess,
those minerals would be made use of.

The CHATEMAN: T think the hon. member
should have made thix speech on the Mines De-
partment Estimates. I have allowed him a
great deal of latitude,

Mr. LAMBERT: I only hope that the good
sense which has prompted the Minister for
Mines and the Government in making possible
available & fair sum of money will result in
good to the State.

My, HICKMOTT: With reference to oil
which has been located cast of Pingelly, has
this matter been brought under the notice of
the Minister? Experts have reported fav-
ourably on the find, and I believe that a
considerable sum has been offered to the
owner of the property. I am told that the
crude oil found in the spring in question
burns in the lamp very well. It is important
that inquiries should be made.

Mr. SMITH: T wish to sound a note of
warning about the spending of this large
sum of money. In the past a great deal of
money has been wasted in  secking after
treasures that did not exist. Only to-day
an instancc was brought under my notice of
quite a large sum of momey advanced by the
lovernment to prospect and develop the sup-
posed phesphatic tock deposits at Gingin.
The Government advanced £2,000,

The Attorney CGeneral: Tt was £200, not
£2,000. '

Mr. SMITH: I understood it was £2,000.
However, T am told the business is closed
down. T put this forward as an example of
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how money can be lost. I hope the money on
the Dstimates will be spent more judiciously
than it hos been in the past.

Vote put and passed.

\Diote—Develolnment of agrieulture,
600

ltem, Abattoirs, cold storage, freezing,
chilling and canning works, Wyndham; re-
frigerating works, export depot, grain sheds
and sale yards (including land resumptions
and original cquipment, furniture, ote.),
£135,000.

Ion, P. COLLIER: This is a very consid-
erable sum of money. Is there included in
this item any expenditure in connection with
the proposed works at Fremantle?

The Premier: No,

Mr, THOMSBON: I should like to know
what is proposed to be done in connection
with the stores at Albany. Wea have been
informed that by the expenditure of £10,000,
no fewer than 500 lambs per day could be
frozen, If that is true, I think the money
would be well spent.

The PREMIER,: Thig item is to provide for
certain improvements for cold stores at Al
bany, but I am not in o position to inform
the hon. member exactly what the improve-
ments are. Certain additions have been made
for freezing aceommodation at Albany, but I
do not know how much money is to be gpent.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I should like to know
under what item in these Estimates provision
is being made for the Government asaistanco
to the proposed works at Fremantle.

The Attorney General: No item at ali. It
will be provided under these fire insurance
moneys. It has not been advanced. The
disenssion has not been finaliged.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No matter from what
fund the money is to come, there should be a
vote on the Estimates. The Government
make provision here for considerable expen-
diture in anticipation of the finalising of the
proposals, If because the assistance ig to
come out of the insurance money, Ministers
take the view that it is mot necessary to get
Parliamentary authority——

The Attorney General: That is not so.
There was previously on the Estimates an
item of £30,000 for ship building, but we have
eut that out.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T want to know where
and when the House will have an oppor-
tunity of voting the amount whieh it is pro-
poscd to advanee towards the erection of
works at Fremantle, Also T should like to
ask the Premier if he can give us eny infor-
mation as to the total amount expended to
date upon the Wyndham freezing works.

The Premier: That is 2 Works Department
matter,

Hon. P. COLLIER Bnt this is under the
heading of ‘*Development of Agriculture.’’
Of course I do not care where I get the in-
formation from so long as T obtain it. The
item provides for the expenditure of £135,000,
which ineludes, aceording to the information
set ovt in the details, expenditure upon other
items as well as the Wyndham Freezing Works.
Congequently, we do not know how much of

£632,-
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the £135,000 is to be expended on the Wynd-
ham Freezing Works.

Mr. Smith: On the next page therc is shown
£155,000 for the Wyndham X'reczing Works,

Hoa. P. COLLIER: That is for frading-
account. But what is the amount spedt to
date on the Wyundham Freezing Works, and
the amount that it is proposed to expend out
of this £185,000%

The Miniater for Works: I have not got the
exact figures,

Hon P. COLLIEE: I am not asking the
Miniater for Works, I am asking the Minister
in charge of the Estimates, the Premier.

The PREMIER: This vote is set down to the
Public Works Department, and the Publie
Works Depavtment do the work. The item ip-
cludes the Wyndham Freezing Works, and cold
storage, chilling works, and abattoirs connected
with the freczing works. It also provides for
the completion of buildings still in the hands
of the Agrieultural Department. Then there
is the small amount for the Midland Junetion
saleyards, TFurther there is an amount for the
cxtension of cold storage at Albany. The whole
of the work is to be performed by the Publie
Works Department.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: a
amount in eompnection with the Fremantle
works has not yet been ascerfained. Tt is
not yet kmown whether the company will find
all tha money themselves, or whether they will
require the Government to find some of the
money, or whether the Government may not
have to find the whole of the money. The
next few days will determine those finaneial
questions. At the moment, so far as I see, a
large som will be under-written, and the Gov-
ernment will be asked to provide pound for
pound. However, the whole amount may be
subseribed by the publie. . There is no idea
whatever of withholding from Parliament or
from the public any information regarding the
freezing works. Only last week the scheme, as
it then was, was published; and I hope within
the next two days to make public the scheme
with the modifications to date, which I think
will he the final modifications. Tt will then go
forward.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Of course T am not sug-
gesting that there is any desire to withhold
information, and I realise that the propesition
is not sufficiently advanced to enable the Gov-
ernment to know how much, if anything, they
will be called upon to advonce towards it. But
in the event of the Government having to ad-
vance a considerable propertion of the capital
required, say, if not more than one half is
subscribed by the general paulblie, the prob-
abilities are that the House will not have an
opportunity of considering the conditions under
which the Government will make the advance,
That, I suppose, can hardly be avoided. For
my part, I am strongly oppesed to Government
funds being advanced to private companies
whilst the whole of the management iz handed
over to the private persons concerned. If the
Government advance funds, they should retain
a share in the management of the concern.

The Attorney General: We propose to do
that in this case.

The actual
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Hon. J. Mitchell: We pay them the money,
and we manage the works too.

Hon. P. COLLIER: In the ¢ircumstances, T
think the Govermment are entitled to a share
in the management,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In this case,
we propose to take a mortage over the whole
of the assets, and there will be a Government
nominee on the board. The company could
borrow money from the bank just as well as
from the Government. If the company come
to the Government for assistance, the Govern-
ment are entitled to have a say in the business
management too,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I asked the Minister
for Works for gome information about the
Wyndham I'reezing Works,

The Minister for Works: You asked thoe
Premier, and you got your anmswer,

Hon. P, COLLIER: Before we are justified
in voting an addition of £135,000 to the cost
of the works, we ought to know what has been
spent to date. The last figure was in the vicin-
ity of £400,000 or £500,000; and year after
year we are voting huge sums of money for
these works—probably we shall be up to a
wmillion before long. Apparently the works will
be over-capitalised to a considerabe extent, and
therc is bardly the prospeet of their proving
:a profitable investment. If the original esti-

mate of £150,000 was anywhere at all near the

mark, it is hard to understand where all the
additional hundreds of thomsands of pounds
have gone during the past year or two, Per-
haps some Minister ean tell the Committee how
much has Leen expended up to date,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The bon.
member gave me a snub and I do not like
goubs. So far as the Wyndham [Preezing
Works are concerned, Nevanas’s estimate in
connection with the building and machinery
was £159,195. At that time Dunkerley gave
an estimate of £156,250. It was discovered
by the Wilson Government, of which I was a
member, that their estimates were of no value.
In August, 1916, the Public Works Depart-
ment made up an estimate of the works of
£273,000, At that time the estimate for mach-
inery alone was £118,661. Later on, desiring
if possible to get something that I eovld put
before the Government and Parliament as re-
liable, I procured an estimate of £508,583; the
departmental charges amounting to £35,000, or
a total! of £544,000. Before the works are
finished it is pobable they will cost anything
from £600,000 to £650,000.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Tonorary Minis-
ter): What did you say on the select comnit-
tee?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I eannot
remember now. There have bheen many ex-
penges which could not be antieipated. The
strike saused the wages to go up to the ex-
tent of £20,000. Therc has been a quantity
of nccessary machinery which has been sunk
on three occasions. Eaech time it has cost
-congiderably more money to buy the next
quantity of machinery that has been sunk, Tt
is expected that the works will be ready for
killing in May or June of next year. In my
«opinion, the undertaking is a white elephant.
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The amount of money, se far as I can remem-
ber, that has been spent up'to the present is
in the neighbourhood of £480,000, or a little
over, A question was asked in regard to Al
bany, There is a sum of £5,000 included in
this £125,000 for this purpose. It is not
known by the Public Works Department what
is contemplated by the Agricultural Bank, but
they are making inquiries in the matter. I
therefore put on this £5,000 so that I should
have & few feathers to fly with if necessary.

Item, Agricultural Immigration, £2,500.

Hon, P. COLLIER: What is the meaning
of this item?

The PREMIER: This is chiefly in connec-
tion with nominated passages, It is put in to
enable us to give these asgisted passages, Prob-
ably some of these people will come out to
employment in the agricultural industry.

Mr. SMITH: Is this system of agricultural
immigration generally known? It seems a
ridiculously small amount. If it is not known
to more than a few, not many people will
claim the assistance.

The PREMIER: The amount allowed by
the Government iy from £6 to £11 for passages,
but the cost is now very greatly in excess of
that. Consequently, there ig little being dune
in this direction,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Roads and Bridges,-Public Buildings,
ete., £26,875—agreed to.

Vote—Other vndertakings, £1,395,259:

Ttem, Brickvards, £1,280,

Mr, TEESDALE: On what is this money
being =pentd

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In order to
keep the works going, and to minimise the
losses which have occurred it is necessary to
provide accommodation for the men who work
there. We are, therefore, building five or six
cottages for which the men pay rent ranging
from 7s, 6d. to 10s. a week,

Ttem, State hotels and
£3,000.

Mr, SMITH: How much of this money is
for State hotels and how much for the tour-
ista’ resorta? At the present time the Tourist
Department is located at the Supreme Court.
It is about time some better management was
incorporated into the department.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKSR: This
money is provided for additions to the Yal-
lingnp Caves House in connection with another
dining room, bedrooms, stores, ste., and also
for the drainage of State hotels, which have
not been properiy drained Lefore.

Item, Steamships, £4,500.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am going to move to
strike out this item beeanse this sum of money
ought to be provided out of the magnificent
profits which have been earned by the ““Kan-
garoo.'? If we eannot make small additions and
improvements to the machinery of this vessel
out of the profits earned last year, which
amounted to hetween £60,000 and £70,000, we
ought not to own vessels, This year it is esti-
mated that the profits will be something like
£132,000, anrd that the greater vortion of this
amount will come from the *‘Eangaroo.’’

tourists’ regorts,
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Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): Most of them last year came from the
** Kwinana.’*

The COLONIAL TREASURER: This
amount is a charge for putting into the ‘‘ Kan-
garoo’’ additional engines, so that we shall be
increasing her capital value by doing so. A
rather wise suggestion was made to me. The
probabilities are that the ‘‘Kangaroo’’ will
earn considerably more than anticipated, and
it is thought it would be wise under the cir-
ecumstances that whatever she carns over and
above the estimated sum, we should redeem a
cértain amount of her purchase woney so that
nfter the war she may be brought down to what
phe would stand at her ordinary price enab-
ling her to earn interest. 'We cannot expect
the vessel to continue to earn the high freights
sho has been earning, now that the war is over.
The engines it is proposed to instal are new,
and they will increase the capital value of the
vessel.

Hon. P. Collier: You are adding to her
capital value at a time when her esrning
capacity will diminish.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The idea
is to redeem her capital cost so that when the
war is over the vessel will stand at her proper
capital value.

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister): Engineers ealculate that you can do a
certain thing with a certain horse power. The
experienca is that yon ean do infinitely better
with double the horae power, and that is what
is happenizg in connection with the ‘‘Ean-
garoo’’—we have duplicated the power. 1
want to impress on the House the desirability
of getting Diesel driven ships. Because we
have dnplicated the power on the ‘‘Kangaroo’’
that does not mean that Diesel engines must
be condemned. This State reguirca three or
four Diesel driven ships, and then we must
allow for double their horse power to drive
them,

Hon, P. COLLIER: This is an item that in
all cireiimstanees might well be charged to
the earnings of the ship. We are adding to
the eapital eost when the vessel’s earning
capacity will be diminished. This £4,500 that
shonld be paid out of her profits is going into
Congolidated Revenue. We are adding £4,500
to her capital cost, for which the State will
have to pay six per cent. interest.

Tha Colorial Treasurer: It is perfectly
legitimate to charge it up to her capital valne.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But surely, when & ship
can show £100,000 profit for a year, if she
wants an anxiliary engine costing £4,500 it
ought to be paid out of her profit.

The Colonial Treasurer: Her selling value
will be increased by that sum.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I do not know that it
will be, Apparently, it is necessary to spend
this on her auxiliary engines to bring ber up
to what we thought shc was.

The Colonial Treasurer: She will be worth
her increased valne becanse of that reserve
power.

Hon, P, COLLIER; We cousidered her en-
gines were of n certain power. Now we find
it is neeessary to spend money to get that
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power which we thought she possessed. There-
fore by the spending of this money she is not
of increased value. We are not adding to the
value of the ship.

The Colonial Treasurer: Yes we are, by giv-
ing her this reserve power.

Hon. P. COLLTIER: But we can keep on
transferving from revenue to loan until we wipe
out our defieit.

The Colonial Treasurer: We are paying this
out of loan because we are providing sinking
fund and Adepreciation, We are deing the
same with our railways every day.

Mr. MUNSIE: I believe in trading concerns,
but I contend that this is not giving the trad-
ing concerns a fair deal

The Colonial Treasurer:
more than a Fair deal.

Mr. MUNSIE: The
our reilways. If our railways were showing a
profit, we should not provide for repairs out
of Loan Estimates; the upkeep would be pro-
vided out of Revenue. We have a steamship
showing for the year a profit of £80,000 or
more, to go into Consolidated Revenue, Next
vear the Ntate trading concerns will not get a
pennyworth of credit for that, but we are
adding £4,600 to the capital of the trading
concerns and paying six per cent. interest on
it. If this ja finance, I do not understand it.

The COLONIAL: TREASURER: That.
steamship is first of all kept up to a standard.
That is a legitimate charge on working ex-
penses, But the argument is that by putting
in thesc engines, we make the ship a more valu-
able ship to the extent of the amount we
spend. Surely, in those cireumstances, that is
capital expenditure. It would be capital ex-
penditure in every other business I know of.
However, during the recess I shall go care-
fully into the method which has been adopted,
a method that I say is absolutely wrong. At
present it is insisted that these ships be kept
np to their standard out of revenue. In ad-
dition, the ships ars providing sinking fund,
and also a depreciation of ahout £14,000 per
vear. See what that will result in. At the end
of the sinking fund the Goverument would
have paid off the boat and could obtzin an-
other boat. I do not mind doing some things
for posterity, but I think this is over the odds.
The position is absolutely wrong from any
point of view.

Mr., Munsie: 1 do not think it is wnfair,
but T think it is foolish, to pay the 614 per
cent,

The COLONIAL TREASURER: 1 am
told thig particular ship is better capital value
in apy market by reason of her having that
reserve poewer. We could have let here go with
the present engines, but we wero advised that
if wo put those engines in we would be piving
her a better market value to the extent of the

It is giving them

improvement made. Consequently, that is
capital expenditure,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Land Improvement T.oan ¥und,
£58,250:

Ttem, Development of Agrienltore—Mines
(Forests). £18.700.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The information is
given on page 33 that this item refers to con-
tinuance of classification of timber lands,

Treasurer instanced -
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continuance of pine planting north of Perth,
resumption of land, purchase of Loch estate,
tuart country, also Stirling estate, tuart re-
serve, ete, What does the pine planting north
of Perth counsist of?

The FREMIER: The classification of tim-
her lauds is necessary in order to show the
quantity of timber on wooded lands, and to
show what land should be reserved for settle-
ment, and what land should be reserved for
forestry purposes. Such a classification will
save the necessity for separate inquiry into
cach application for land. The officers of the
Lands Department are engaged in conjunc-
tion with officers of the Forestry Department
on this work. They classify the land, and the
surveyors accompany them.

Hon. P. Cellier: I fully appreciate the
necessity for classification of our timber lands,
but what abont the other items mentioned$

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Of that
sum of £18,700, £3,000 is for classification of
timber lands, and I need not repeat the Pre-
mier’s explanation. Next, it includes £700
In gonnection with the appointment of a lea-
ther chemist for investigation purposcs. As
hon. members know, we possess in the gnms
of our forest trees a groat source of wealth
in the shape of tanning materials, which
materials are sald to be ungurpassed in any
part of the world. The only method of ex-
ploiting those materials so far has been to
send the most valuable of them, mallet bark,
across the sea to foreign markets. In the
cage of mallet bark. too, we have all but
killed the goose that laid the golden eggy.
The policy of the future is to investigate our
various barks, with a view to having extract
works established here in Western Australia,
That research work requires the appointment
of a apecially trained chemist. Because of
that, a sum of £700 has been put up by the
Commonwealth for that researeh work, and
we arg putting up the same amount., = Un-
fortunately, owing to an officer of one of the
State departments challenging the advis-
ability of making this investigation, we have
lost the gervices of one of the world's
greatest leather chemists, We  lost him
owing to the delay that took place hy reason
of the officer I refer to challenging the ad-
visableness of the investigation. The leather
chemist has now been appointed to the posi-
tion formerly held by Professor Proefor in
Ingland, the world’s leading chemist in that
line. We have not yet found another chemist,
but we are working with the Commonwealth
in the hope of finding such g2 person and
bringing him here to assist in the investiga-
tions. There is £5000 provided for pine
planting in a locality north of Perth. T was
anxious to have £15,000, but the Treasurer
was ingistent that the amount should be kept
down, I wanted the extra amount to provide
a tramway, but ylelded to him, as it would
not be possible to spend the money until next
June. The idea is to plant a square mile of
pines every year. If this is continually done,
in the course of a few years we will have a
plantation, and operating on the cyecle prin-
ciple we shall be able to realise on these
pines and so recoup ourselves for the expen-
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diture. That cannot be done except through
lecan money, and the loan itself would be
recouped. I think the profit from planting
pines in South Australia ran into £10 or £11
an acre, spread over the whole period of 30
years. The area north of Perth lies between
the Midland railway and the coast, and is
about 20 milea from Perth. It is alt Crown
land aud is just west of Bullsbrool, The
land also containg o great deal of firewood
whieh, if a tramway was constructed, could
be brought down to Perth and help to pay
the cost of the line. One of the essentials in
connection with a pise plantation is not only
that the land should be suitable, but that it
should be close to the market which it is in-
tended to supply. That is the case so far aas
this area is concerned. The next item is one
for £500, and the money is used in respect
to advertising our timbers in Turope. For
some years past [ have been urging every
Government, of which I have been a mem-
ber, to use the money for this purpose. The
French Mission which recently visited this
State, cmphasised that agein and again, and
told us how foolish we were not to realise
that we should be represented at the Lyons
Fair. I have, therefore, asked for a sum of
£500 to be given so that we might do some
advertising.

Hon. P. Collier: Could you not send & re-
presentative direet§

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The idea is
to send a representative direct. I do not be-
licve in a man from London representing this
State. I want some typical person from
Western Australin who knows the country
well, to go to the Fair and see exactly what
he ean pick up for Western Australia, so that
in the following year we ¢an be adequately
represented there. The sum of £8,500 pro-
vided here makes up the balance in respect
to the propesed purchase of the Loch estate,
and included in that is a sum of £2.000 which
is owed to the Lands Department in respecet
to the tuart reserve. ‘There i3 very little
tuart in this State, Prohably one of the finest
areas of tuart in the State is held principally
by the Loeh estate. The present owncrs for
a long time have had ncgotiations with the
Government, but the price they asked was
£12,000. The owners have now eome down to
£7,500. Further negotiations are still pro-
ceeding, and nothing is yet closed. The
Conservator advises that is is hizhly desir-
able that the land should be acquired for the
Forestry Department, as it is practically the
home of the tuart, and properly attended to
it will mean that we shall have a tvuart plan-
tation foerever in Western Australia. The
sum of £2000 is to be handed over to the
Lands Department in respect to the sub-
division of the Stirling estate. Tt has bheen
hanging fire between the Lands Department
and the Porests Department cver ginee the
last Labour Government were in office. The
department has paid interest on the capital
value, and it is proposed to transfer that
£2.000 to the Lands Department. This is
only a hook entry, becaunsc the £2,000 already
appears in some other Loan Estimates. That
will be debited to the Forests Department,
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and I presume there will be a corresponding
credit to the Lands Department,

Mr. SMITH: The Attorney General has
lightly slipped over the question of the lea-
ther expert. Tle should give more particu-
lers as to how it was that some individnal
wag able to influence the Government in the
matter. I think he should disclose the name
of that individual. If it iy the Government
Analyst then T think this official is obtaining
an undue influence over the Government. I
have grave doubts as to his abilities
to advise the Government on matters of this
sort. Recently he has been given charge of
the Botanieal Department. He knows litile
enough about ordinary analyses, but to add to
his duties that of eontrolling the technical sec-
tion of the Agrieultural Department is absurd,
If a satisfactory explanation is not fortheom-
ing it is time that the wings of thig official
were clipped and that we had someone more
competent to fill the position.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T only gave
the exact result of the position, and did not
think there was any use in telling the whole
story. Over 12 months ago I was talking of
obtaining the services of a leather chemist.
I asked the local Advisory Council of Science
and Industry, which is associated with tho
Commonwealth Council, if they would appeint
a sub-committee to go inte this question, and
advise as to what was the proper thing to do.
They not only went into the matter themselves,
but commupicated with the main council in
Melbourne, The result wos that they had ad-
vico that we could not possibly kandle our
tannin unless we had the services of an expert
who was thoroughly trained and that no auch
person could be found in Australia, At that
stage a certain officer in another department
taised the question before his Minister, con-
tending that he wags quite able to advise the
@Government in respect to these tannins and
leathers, and that there was no occasion to go
out of Australia to secure the expert advice
we waanted. The matter then again ecame be-
fore me, and whilst not holding up the in-
quiries being made in America in the direction
of obtaining the services of the expert, I aug-
gested that we should give this officer of ours
three months in whick to make investigations
and report. He did make inquiries and prae-
tically completed them and he reported ad-
versely on the proposal in connection with the
red gum tannin, The two matters he investi-
gated were the solubility of the redgum and
the question of the decolorisation of the kino.
I gtill proposed to go on with the Council of
Science and Industry, and to obtain the ser-
vices of an American expert in spite of the
recommendation of the local officer that it was
inadvisable for the Government to apend money
in this direction, that in fact it would he
wrong of us to do so contrary to the advice
of this officer.

Hen, P, Collier:
kings in Israel,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: When we
arrived ot that stage when I felt that after
all I was only a Iayman in these matters, al-
though I take n great deal of interest in them,

There is no room for two
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and when an officer of high standing tells me
that I am wasting money to go on with these
investigations, I must pawse; I cannot be
headstrong,

Mr, Smith: Are you referring to the same
officer as in the other case?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Never mind
what happened in other cases. The result was
that I had necessarily, and I think very pro-
perly, to delay the matter, The Government
suggested that I should try to settle the ques-
tion with this officer personally. I had a num-
ber of interviews with him but they were of
no avail, He was still of the same opinion and
he laid it down in no uncertain terms. I then
suggested to him that we could not go on ih
this fashion and that some competent tribumal
would have to settle the question. T suggested
the Council of Science and Industry in Vie-
toria, which body was composed of eminent
men. He agreed to that. My papers were
gent without comment to that body, I con-
tended that we should be entitled to send to
America for a leather chemist. The officer
also put in his report. The Melbourne Ad-
visory Couneil replied that there was mo ques-
tion about the proper course which should be
followed and that was to get the services of
a chemist from America, There was no one
in Australin who was capable of advising in
the matter, although thay recogmised that the
particular officer in this State had rendered
valuable services in the research he had made,
In the meantime we had been in communieca-
tion with a Mr, McCandlish, an American,
having got into toueh with him through Pro-
fessor Proetor, a leading leather chemist in
England. Professor Proctor recommended Mr.
MecCandlish, whe was a chemist of high stand-
ing and whe had under him nine or ten other
chemists, The Council of Science and Indus-
try in Melbourne were anxious that we should
engage Mr., McCandlish and retain him in Aws-
tralia. Now we have been informed that Mr.
MecCandlish has succeeded Professor Proctor at
the university with which he was conneected
and we shall have to look elsewhere for a
leather chemist.

Vote put and passed.

This completed the Loan Estimates for the
year,

[The Speaker resumed the Chair,]

Resolutions reported, and the report adopted.

BILL—APPROPRIATION.
All Stages.

Mesaage from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation in connee-
tion with the Bill,

Tn accordance with resolutions adopted in
Committees of Supply and of Ways and
Means, leave obtained to introduce the Appro-
priation Bill, which was read a first time.

Second Reading.
The COLONTIAL TREASURER (Mon. J,
Gardiner—TIrwin) [1.52 a.m.] in moving the
gecond reading said: The Bill is merely to put
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in order and complete what we have dome in
dealing with the Revenne Estimates and the
Loan Estimates. In Schedule A we have two
Supply Bills, one for £829,000, and the other
for £425,000, while the balance of £2,153,064
ig under the Bill, makiog a total of £3,407,064,
In the trust fund I have one appropriation
of £90,000, and under the Bill £153,819, or a
total of £248,819. In the general lpan fund
1 have one Appropriation of £212,000, and
under the Bill the amount of £1,183,259, or
& total of £1395,259. In Public Account ad-
vance to Treasurer, I have an appropriation
of £300,000, and under the Bill the awm of
£100,000, or £400,000 in 'all, the tota]l in
Schedule A being £5,446,142, In Schedule B
we have an amount of £3,407,064, and under
the Sale of Government Property Trust Ae-
count there is an amount of £185,569, while
under thea Land Improvement Loan Fund the
amonnt is £58,250, or a total of £243.819,
Sehedule D comprizes the General Loan Fund
for the services of the year ending 30th June,
1919, ag detailed in the Estimates of expen-
diture already passed. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committes, eteetera.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the re-
port adopted.

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Couneil,

BILL—FORESTS.

Returned from the Couneil with amend-
ments.

BILL—STATE CHILDREN ACT -AMEND-
MENT
Received from the Counell and read a first
time.
House adjourned at 1.57 a.m. (Wednesday.)

Legislative Council,
Wednesday, 18th December, 1918.

-

The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at 3 p.m.,
and read prayers.

[For ‘fQuestions on Notice’’ and *'Papers
Presented’” see ‘‘Minutes of Proceedings.’?]

MOTION—LAND ACTS COMPILATION.
The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hen. H. P.
Colebatch—HRast) [3.3]: T move—
That it be resolved and directed that the
Land Aect, 1898, with its amendments, be

very mmeh amended.
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compiled under the provisions of the Statutes

Compilation Aect, 1905.

The following is an extract from Section 2 of
the Statutes Lompilation Act, 1905:—

From and atter the passing of thiz Aet,
whenever both Houses of Parliament shall,
by resolution, direct the compilation with ity
amendments of any Aect in force in the State,
it shall be the duty of the Attorney General,
so soon as may be possible after the deter-
mination of the session in which sueh reselu-
tion shall have been passed, to prepare a
compilation embodying all the provisions of
such Act and the amendments thereof, omig-
ting all those portions of the text of such
Act which have been repealed or altered by
subsequent Acts, and inserting in the proper
places all words or sections subastituted for
or added to the text of the original Aect by
such subsequent Acts, with marginal refer-
ence notes citing section and Aet; and he
shall add to sueh compilation an appendix
showing the Aects and sections of Acts com-
prised therein. In preparing the cowpiiation,
the Attorney General thall make such conge-
quential and other alterations in, additions
to, or omissions from the text as, in his
opinion, are necessary in order to give effect
to implied repeals to secure uniformity of
expression, and generally to allow of the
compilation being enacted as an Act of the
year of enactment, and shall indorse upon
such compilation, or attach thereto, & memo-
randum directing attention to every such
alteration, addition, or omission, and stating,
where necessary, the reason thereof.

In addition to the Land Act, 1898, there are 13
amending Aects, and it is very difficult for the
public to follow the Lands Legislation of the
Btate with one principal Aet and 13 amending
Acts in existence. If the Aets are compiled
as proposed it will be comparatively easy for
any member of the public to follow the pro-
visions. A resolution to this effect has already
been carrvied in another place, so that the carry-
ing of this resolution is all that is necessary
to enahble this work to be put in hand.

Hon., W. KINGSMILL (Moctropolitan)
[3.6]: I should like to have the privilege of
seconding this motion, ond congratulate the
leader of the House and the Government upen
at last taking advantage of this useful Statute,
from the point of vicew of the public who are
concerned with the reading and the adminis-
tration of the Aects to whieh this applies, This

" is only the second oceasion I believe on which

this has been dome.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: What was the first
occagion¥

Hon, W. EKINGSMILL: It happened some
years ago in eonnection with an Act that waa
Therc are several Achs
and their amendments to which this process
could be very well applied. I refer, in par-
ticular, to the Sale of Liquor Regulatien Acts,
which are in a state not of chaos but of chaotic
organisation. I hope the Government will take
inte econsideration the necessity of applying this.
Statute to a good many more Acts which badly
need this compilation.



